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Being a True Relation of the 

Happy Conver&li 
'Noble Yx^nchLAD 

,F R O W - 

The Errors and^Superftitions of Popef 

to the Reformed Religion^ by Means of a Proj 
ftanP Garden-^r her Servant. 

Whsreints fhewed 

Her Great and Unparalleird Sufferings on the Ai 
count of her laid Convei fion v as alfo Hi 
Wonderful peliverance from tivo AffifTincs hifc 
by a ?opfh Prieft \o murder her : And of h 
Miraculous Prefervation in a Wood for two Ycai 
and how fhe wis at laft Providenciiyy fpimd^ 
her Hufband, who (together with her Parent 
was brought over by her Means to the Embracii 
of the True Relgionas were divers others alfo. 

To which h added^ , 

i. Brief Account of the prefent Severe Pc: 
fecutions of the French Froteftiilits* 

\0 N VON: Printed" ior Edw, Mldwhiter^ at ci 
Looking^g'afs on X'.ni/on ^rfi/^e. - 




^ ,/c>Oi3JLO 






The Co p Y of a L e r t h r fent 

from a French VvotQttBut M'\n\(\tv 
inFra^cg^ to his Friend in La^« 
^;;?, with the following Rektiom 

My Verygood Friend, 

dving received ymrs the ivh ; 
of April, M 6'.' I «;^x /?^r /^ 
//V/Z? over-joyed^ even in 7ny 
Sufferings^ to , hear you are 
well fettled in-:' a Country ^ . 
where you have the Freedom of enjoying 
the -Exercifeof the True Religion, a 
TiNng to be valued above all other earthly 
BleffingS'j and next to thiH^ Jiam much 
gladded to find you inform me that the Cli^ 
matefo well agrees with you and your Fa-* 
Mily^- that you have been Hkalthfuleverfince 
you departed from 7ne^ and therefi of your' , 
di(V'.jF&mds.h^m^ tjim n-any ^fi^^anhpar-' :| 



The Copy of a Letter^ ^c^ 

tkularly myfelj^ labour under nrany Sufferr 
ings'and Affit&ions •, I having (with many 
{fibers) languiflfd a long Time in Prifonfor. 
the Sake of a goodConfcience^ affii&ed with 
much Sitkne'fs^ by re af on of my clofe Con- 
finement y which (Blejfed be the Name of 
God enabling me X I have born with Pat i- 
ence-^ though many have dyed unpitied of 
their cruel Perfecutors^ yet the cry oflnno' 
cent Blood may in Time maie them k?20zVy 
How hard it is to kick agafrft ihjs Pricks 5 
yet my Prayers are^ That inftead offending 
; any fearful Judgment on thefe Popifll Ad- 
. veYlaries, Goi would tm^n their Heaf^tSj 
^enlighten their JJnderJlandings ^ make 
iit}:em fee ihefr Error of their Ways^ and 
vKepent of the many Evils they have' done 
■ fy the. Poor Protell;? n ts, zviihout any man^ 
'-'^^cri- of Caufe or Provccation ^ to uhom 
their Rage and Malice extenjd evenbeyond 
^ T}eathy for they fill contiue the old Way of 
' denying them Chriftial Burial. But this 
is all our Comfort^ It matters not where 
our Bod^'es li^, -fo be it our Souls are in- 
folded in Chriff^s Arms, Tet among jhe 
^ Mijeries. and Threats tf Death, which.:! 
have undergotie in taking Care of the fprri" 
tzial Welfare ofthofethatG-odhascom^ 
muted to my Charge^ I tannot but le greats 
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ly comfortei when you tell we^ t'Be Fr€ 
Pfoteftant Church in England flounfi. 
and. thm the Metnbers of it^ Walk woi 
of their Gaining, gaining by tjjeir inoj 
Jive Wa^' of Living^ a good Repute am 
Strangers ^^ zch en in their native Coun 
Jo much Inhumanity appears towards^ tl 
of the Reformed Profeffion ^ for the Pe 
curion in many Vl tees rages fill by tl 
Impoverifhing of Thoufands of Famil 
'But-n&t to he tedious to you, having 
thing left to fend you but my good Wij 
and Prayers^ except the indofed Accom. 
avery^flrange but bleffed Alteration in: 
Famtly of the Count Alanfon, ^^ w^^i 
Noble Man^ well knoxmn to you\ Ih. 
drawn.it up upon the flriSefl Enquiry ii 
the Truth of all the MaterialCircu^Jip:^ 
oi imll ai my Suffenngs, and Jpare/M, 
for the Care of thofe under Jif^ &ai 
tsGould permit z^ and fend it ta j^Jm 
'Token of my Love, for the many ^^ 
■ ^^Mf ^ hav& received' at your Hand 
that Jo you might Communieate it fo othe 
and make it public k if you fee Occafioi 
ih\rt all may he made fenjible of the wc 
derful Goodnefs of Almighty God, a 
Praife him for the Works he doth amo 
the Children of Men. For the Certain 
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j^ what: I "have Written^ though I have 
Migedfor^M Hfe a few E^- 

JreJJxons of my owrii you may firmly rely on 
myMegrity^ who am always a Well-vAJher 
to the Health of your Soul and: Body. 


A D'Auborne' 
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]^^ WHting ^of tte following Relation; 
wherein injured Innocence and dppreff 
ed Vktue;dcesla Erninently Triuniph 
^ overall the JRage and Malice both of 
Men. and Devils, I toll not ftudy to 
adorn my Stile with Flowers of Rhcto« 
rick^ but kad the -Reader by the Clue or 
Truth into the adorable Myfteries of 
Divine Pi-ovidence y which are here- dil- 
played in &ch a Series of Wonders, as- 
can ftarce be parallelled. As an^Inti;^^ 
dnftion to which, I will a little confidS^ 
how the- Divine Groodnefs delights ti> 
bring Light out .^ of I>ar knefs^ and make^ 
even the Wicked ccnfound themlelves, 
in their own Devices, / that out of their 
EvU Disfigns he may bring Good to paftv 
For as fojephs being fold into Egypt v 
and there falfly accufed of Adultery, ad--- 
vanced him_ riexx to a.Tiirone, and turnecS 
to f he Shame of his^^ccufihg Miftrefs ancS 
t^,^th«ro\is Brethren y tho' at ,the begin- 
imig God mearnt it lot Good^ Mto he^ 


ii. 7ke French Convert. 

inight be Inftrumental to preferve his 
lather and his Houflioid aliyCy and turn- 
ed lie Malice of the Patriarchs into a 
Bleffirig: So the Miferies and Extraor- 
ainary Sufferings of the Noble Lady, 
vvhole Story I am going to recite, was 
made ufe of by Divine Providence, as a 
Means of the Converfion of her Hujp 
band, Parents, and many others,, to the 
W^e Religion \ which, as (he had often 
faid fince, has been a very aftiple and 
glorious Recompence. But I fliall not 
anticipate what with more Satisfaftion 
you/will find in the Relation it felf 5 
which takes as follows. 

QJn Briianyy one of the feireft Provinces 
^rFrmcCj, there lately \ivtA Alarifon^ a 
HlUbn of Noble ~Exrra£Hon, and of an 
j^ftate fuitable^ to the Greatnefs of his 
iBirth, and thole Noble Qualities that 
enriched his Mind. Who being a Lover 
«jf Military'Aftions, was eafily perfuaded 
to ferve his King in the Wars, where ha- 
ving an Etriinent Command given him, 
>he bcxHav'd htmfelf with that Bravery as 
gained him the Admiration of his Ene- 
mies, the Lo^^ of bis Friends, and frefli 
Hcncurs from his King, who took par- 
ucular Notice of^hk great rPerfojrmarioes. 
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But in the Intervals of two or three CS# 
paigns/ he caft his Eyes upon one De/d^ 
Tiiia^ a young Lady of Qpality, not infe- 
riour to himfelf for Birth, whole Beatltj 
and Virtue were equally attrafthe. To 
her he made his Addrefles,, and the Equa-* 
lity of their Birth, and ^the Suitablenefs 
of their Dirpofitions, inade hisConqueft 
th'e more ealy ^ fo that in a little 1 ime 
they were Contrafted and Married , to 
their mutual Joy and Satisfaftion. - 

This happy Couple having" for a whole 

Winter enjoy d the Blefling of each o- 

thers mutual Loves and endeared AfFedi- 

ons^ 'wirlicut the leift QmbrJge of any 

Interpofing Cloud, that -might give aa- 

Allay to their Happinefs V at lenj,th ihsr 

Spring came on, and the Armies gather^ 

ing, together,, fummoned Alanfon^ froni 

the Repofe he tooR in the fofi^ £n>braces 

oF his Chafte and Loving "\^ife, to ther 

Field of War, ro aft. his I^ai^t again 

on that Stage of Honour, :vrh^e he had> 

already acquired fo much Kepiiratiorh** 

But he never ftemed fo unwilling to^^ 

Court Fame Abroad, as now, fince^ he: 

.muft of necefiity leave behinJ him the 

deareft Part of himfelf 5 he had many 

Smugglings and Combats in his Kimt^j 

-wl^i^h IcemU to be drnded* between Love:^ 
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and Honour-, he was loatli ta leave his 
iaay, and yet unwillihg, to have hisRe- 
putatioa liillied : And thefe different 
^ffions in. his Mind, cauled fueh an Al- 
teration in his Countenance, that it was 
taken Notice by his Lady^ who not 
Knowing the Caule, was the more trou- 
Bkd at it. And therefore following him 
one Day into the Garden, j(whither he 
fiid retired to confiderwith himfelf what 
h^-had beft to do) ihe carneftly prefled 
him to let her know what it was that 
ttoubled him ^ for fbe hadjfor Ibme Time, 
Ike (aid, obferved he was difquieted^ but 
jeould not tell at what ^ and (be was^fear- 
ful'lhe might Tome Way/ tho' fhe knew it 
irot)^ be the Occafion of it^ adding. Com- 
^0d^my Thing a Wife canjujtiy do^ ani 
Wmi^ dU Obediences This tender Carriage of 
feLq:dy, added frefli Fuel to the Fire of 
fih 2^ aijd made him ftillfar more 

taiwilling to lease her : "Wherefore cau^ 
fifig iier to fit do^n by him, he rold her. 
She was indeed the innocent Occafion of 
his Trouble , for her great tove and ^Tenj- 
dernefs to him, had lb engaged his. Heart 
to her in a Reciprocal Afleftion, that he: 
knew not hew to think 5t>ft leaving her, 
though Honour loudly called him tothe 
Field : His Ladj, when he talked of iea» 

.- ^ ' ■ ^ -vii.g: 


ving-her, was hardly kept from Swoon- 
ing in his Arms^ and could not forbeair 
laying. What ! muB we part then? Ah ! 
Wretched Peidamia ! and ftraightway§ 
fell a Weeping : Her Tears did fo pre- 
vail upon the Count, that Love had now 
obtained an entire Yiftory 5 and he Re- 
folved to flay at Home with Deidamia*y 
and therefore iatreated her to dry up her 
Tears, and be comforted j for he had 
now come to a Refolution, rather to urfr 
dergo fome hard Cenfures for flaying at 
Home, then by his going to the Camp> 
leave his dear Deidamia diiconfoldtc. — -* 
Thefe kind Affurances of her Hufband, 
gave her thatSatisfaftion, which fopi^l 
Ihewed itfelf in a cheerful Countenance^ 
And the Endearing Expreffions (he gp|^; 
the Count on this Occafion, made hi|§j 
conclude they were both happy in eaell 
others Love. — 

But behold, the Inconftancy of World*- 
, ly Happinefs, and how little; we can pro- 
mile our felves of it here! We may in- 
deed both Purpofe and Refolvev but we 
can't lecure ourfelves from DifappointT 
merits: The Fopt-ftepsof DiviiSe Pfovi- 
^ence are ofttn hard to Trace, Hence 
it is that we are told- by the inlpired jPen-: 
inaoj That ihe Wijys of Qoi are iti the 
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Deep^ and his Paths in the great Waters^ 
and his Fpotfteps are not known. ■- And' w« 
lee often, whatever pleafing ProfpeO: of 
Felicity we have in view, one unforeleen 
Occafion, or fudden Turn of Providence^ 
deftroysity and in a Moment deprives us 
of that Happinefs which we had pro- 
iiiifed to our lelvesfor many Years : And 
yet thefe Changes, to thofe that fear the 
Lord, are fo difpofed and ordered by 
^God^s Providence, that in the End they 
evidently Work together for their good* 
•—And thus it fell out in the Inffance 
before US: For whilft ui/anfon znd his 
Deidamia delighted in each other, and 
were both happy in their Conjugal Af- 
fe9:ion, an Accident fell out, that put 
fiim, under a Neceffity of going to the 
^Campv which was, That a Colonel's 
Place in the Regiment of P/c^/rc/y being 
Vacant, a Relation of Alanfon\ at Court, 
out of a too Officious Kindnefs, pjit the 
King m mi^id of the good Services of 
Alanfon^ zni. defired his Majefty to be- 
llow t^at Vacancy upon him : To which 
his Majefty (being fenffble of his former 
Bravery and' gooJ Service) readily G<5h^ 
lented, and ordered his Cbmmiffion to- 
be fent to him, which- wa5 done accord- 
ingty. \¥hen 4^^;^;? received this Com- 
-^ ' milEon 
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miffion from thePutfevant who brought 
it; lie gave him a generous Reward for 
his Pains -5 but was not very well plealed, 
neither with' the new Honour his Ma- 
jefty had given him, nor with his Kinf* 
man's too Officious Kindnefs in procu- 
ring it^ becaufe it put him under a Ne- 
ceflfity "of parting from his Lady, whiet 
gave him a very fenfible Diljpleafure: 
But knowing that by this Commiffion he 
was engaged too far for a Retreat, his 
Care was how to make his Deidamm^s 
eafie as he could ^ and therefore calling 
her to take a Turn with him in the Gar- 
den, and leading her into an Arboiir- 
covered with feffmine^he thus fieganto^ 
tell her the unwelcome News that had 
been brought him, My deareji I)pUatn\ar;^ 
let me conjure you not to be twuKed^at what 
I am going now to te>ll y^u^imf if jou nill 
oblige me^ do it by Jhewing^ymirBSfoIution 
and Fortitude of Mini\ ondL 'yei I can not 
but own. That our ^efplves, like lit tie Heaps 
ofSand^ are quickly brought to ndihing.:j but 
the Decrees of Heaven^ like- the Pmndations 
of the Earth ^are fix d for ever. ^Thas in this 
very Arbmr^ my dearefiDeidatnh^ that I 
rejolved to {fay at Home with thee, and'not 
return to (he- Campaign /> Flanders'-^- ^;!^i . 
^afpeal to him zvbo knows my .tie aft ^ how 
> - . \ firmly 


^^^^^i J intended'^ hut fere here, how I am 

^otCei again fl my Will to break my Refolu-- 

iions\ (and with that he ffiewed her the 

Commiffion the King had lent him to be 

Colpnel of the Regiment oiFicardy) and 

noPyoufee^ mylDQid^miz^theNeceJfiry that 

lies upon me, to leave you for a Time ^ hut 

though our Bodies he divided^ we will havd 

yet one Soul^ and Love, whilji Providence 

lienies us to live together. And whilji I 

in the Field am fighting for my Country y. 

you Jhail Jiay here^ and pray for my~Suc^ 

"tefs : And if it pleafes 0od that I return^ 

(which I don't doubt at all^ for Heuvm Vm 

J&r^ «?/// hear your fervent Prayers) ^txmll 

\&e a new Addition to my Joy^ to lay ihofe 

M^wfels IJhall win in Battle at Deidamia'i* 

f5^h Pbpr Deidamia heard this heavy^ 

News with a lad Heart, but anlwered 

with Piety and Prudence worthy of her 

felf. That fince what happened was not 

qF his feeking, but what the Providence 

of God had called him to, (he thought 

it was her Duty, though (he could hardly 

do it without Relu£tancy^ to aquiefce m 

the Divine Difpofal of all human Afti- 

ons, and wou'd Endeavoar to ftilfe het 

Rcrentments, rather than'give him any 

farther Trouble. Alanfon being no lels 

|)l©a5'd With Deidamia'^ Prudence than her 

-■ " .kind . 


The Vrench Converts ;9 

kind AfFeftion, which he expreffed hyfh- 
veral Tender Things' he told herj applyed 
himfelf to the getting ready of hisE- 
quipage, in order to his Departure^ and 
the Settling the AiFairs of his Family 5 
Ordering Antonio his Chaplain, who was 
a Fryar of the Order of ^t. Francis^ to fay 
a folemn Kdals for his Succels in the 
Field, and the Proteftion of his Lady 
and Faniily in his Ablence^ Recom- 
mending his deareft Deidamia to the Gare 
of Antonio his Chaplain, and Fronovius 
his Steward of his Houfhold, in the^ 
Words, To your Care in my Abjence, T r^ 
commend the Safety and Welfare of my be-^ 
loved Lady the mojl vtrtUQUsani loving %* 
Wives \ and Charge you^ as you expeSM 
Anfwer it to God and me^ he Obedierrt M 
all her Commands ^ Comfort and Cherifh her 
in her Solitude^ and fee that all my Do^ 
meftickspay the like exaS Re/pells : Thfe 
and much more they faithfully promi* 
ied to obferve. Then giving Liber<^lly 
to each Servant, and having Notice that 
his Equipage was ready, and divers Gen- 
tlemen on Hojfe-back waited to accom- 
pany him, he took his folemn Leave of 
his dear Deidamia;, whofe lad prelaging 
Heart was overcome with Grief to that 
Pegree, that flie could only fpeakthefe 
■-•'•.: . •• ^. • ' . - few- 
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^^ord! may Heaven prevent my Fears! But 
my poor heart forebodes that this will he 
along and fatal Farting ? To wfeich the 
Gount replied. Do not cafl: down- thy 
felf, Dear Deidamiay by the indulging 
of fuch Melancholy Fancies V butaffure 
your felf. 111 haften my Return as much 
as poffible, and I wiJl fend to you as 
often as , I can. And in the^ mean Time^ 
"fliall comnfiit you to tTie Proteflion of 
the Almighty, the blefTed Virgin Mo- 
ther, and all the Holy Saints and An- 
gels 5 and fo embracing of her in his 
Arms, and Sealing Ms Affeftions on her 
Xips with gentle Kifles, he took his 
leave of her, and rid away 5 not think- 
ing he had left an Innocent Dove to the 
Pfoteftion of two Ravenous Vultures. 

It isnot much to my Purpofe to tell 
you, how well he was received at the 
Head of his Command by the Duke of 
huxemburgy orlwJiat brave Exploits his 
Courage carrieSjlim through, fince nei- 
ther Fame nor the Publick News from 
P^z;m: have- been wanting to fpeak hi^ 
Comrtiendation : I therefore omit it, 
(unlels in fome Paflages^ where it vvill, 
iit the'Thread of this amaaing^ Illation, 
be neceflary xo mention ibrne Particu- 

/ , lars) 
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lars) and fhall continue with the for- 
rcwful Deidamia, who after his Depar^ 
ture, leemed to have banifhed allConi- 
fort from her Breaft ^ all that (he found 
was in her Devotions and Prayers to 
Almighty God, for hjs Prote£!ion and 
fafe Return, greatly afFefting Solitude V 
and as much as flie could, avoided the 
Vifirs of divers Ladies, who. (as they 
fay) came to make her Merry , and 
divert her Melancholy, (he Being ,vefy 
v^tll Be/ovedy both by the Nobility an4 
Gentry for her comely Carriage, modeft 
Behaviour, fweetnefs of Temper, and Af- 
fability. 

In the cool of theDayihe ufually made 
it her Bufinefs tor retire into her Garden^ 
Penfive and alone^-, it being by the Care 
and Diligence of the Gardener, kept and 
ordered like znothet Paradi/e^ ftcred with 
great Variety of choice. Plants and Flow* 
ers, adorned with pfteafant Fountains, 
and ftveral delightftil Arbours, (haded 
over with Intertwining^ y^^^mif, in one 
of which (he and her abfent Lorff had 
pafTed feme Joyful, as well as (ad HourSj 
aind at' the Remembrance of them would 
ladly Weep, then Pray (according to the 
Cultom of tht Papifls, who allow praying 
to Saints) to- the Tutelary Saints for his 

: Pro- 
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Proteftion : And fo dr/ing up her Tears, 
would walk thence again, taking but lit- 
tle Reft in any Place : But one Time paf- 
fing by a Bed of Tulips, fhe efpied Ber- 
W^ her Gardener (for fo v. as he called) 
bulie in Watering them, and erefling 
fuch as declined their drooping Heads, 
qccafioned by the Heat of the Sun's too 
fcorcfeing Beams •, ffie had often in this 
Marf obferved a harmlels Native Inno- 
;Cenqe, accompanied with Acute ingenui- 
ty,. 7(and indeed, a Gardener, who un- 
derftandshis Bufinels as heoqght to dp,. 
muft be an ingenious Man) and there- 
fore imagined it might Adminifter to 
her Tome Advantages to hold Difcourle 
with him^ ill what related to theMyJiery. 
of Gardening, thinking if ^ i^^ EDiderva-- 
luing, though he was her menial Servant, 
fince (he V had often Read, That Kings ^ 
Frincesj and other great and wife Men^ had, 
voluntarily become of this Occupation : That 
Adam, when Governor of all the Worlds 
was imployed in it by God himfelf • fo that 
coming clofe to him, whilft his Hands 
were bufied at his Work ^ the Man by his 
Ear, (his. Back being towards her) being 
informed of fome Body's approach, fud-' 
denly ftarted up, and feeing his beauti- 
ful Lady fo near him, was a little rur- 
' ' pri:^'d. 
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pfiz'd, and would have retired to give 

her the more Freedom in her Walks ^ but 

-(he prevented him, by faying, Bernard j 

Fray don't let me hinder you in your Bu* 

Jinejs\ I come on purpofe to obferve yoiir 

Dexterity in Gardening : I fee yon mind it 

with a juft Diligence^ though your Lord is 

Ahfent. Madam^ f replied he j I beg your 

^Ladyjhip's Pardon J in that I tell you^ lam 

no Eye-fervant^ as well knowing t mufl 

give an Account to God^ as well as to Many 

if I am Negligent in what I proniife to 

perform^ and am tntrujied with. Deida^^ 

mia flood furprized at the Man's plain, 

but ingenious Reply ^ and changing Ibme- 

what the Manner of her Difcourfe, asked 

him divers Qiieftions about the Virtues^ 

Natures, . ^ality, and 'BroduUiori of J%7»7* 

ers2Si^ Plants^ &c. in all which he latis- 

fied her to her Admiration ^ by which 

ftie perceived )i\m better learned in the- 

Myfteries of Nat^i^e^ than JheexpeHed from 

one of his Profefftpn. And to be brief, (he 

often held fuch innocent Converlation 

with him, when at any Time flie found 

hin[i bufie in the Garden y being much 

delighted to hear him Difcourfe how 

much of the Wifdom and Goodnefs of : 

God might be learned from the Works of 

Creation J for he had a peculiai faculty 
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of Spiritualizing his Employment y and 
making his Bufinefs ferve, like Jacob*s 
Ladder , to €arry him from Earth to 
Heaven. Which ^fome times caufed her 
toreflea, that this Man vyas fomething 
more than he appeared to b^^ (in which 
indeed (he was not much hiiftaken) fo 
that entertaining a good Opinion of hhn, 
'fte ordered his Lodging to be changed 
for a better 5 and his courfe and home- 
ly Confimons to be enlarged, above what 
was ufual to thofe of his Profeffion and 
Degree. 

But now Antonio the Chaplain, How- 
ever he had appeared like ai Saint to his 
Matter, began to (hew himftlf a Devil to 
his Miftrel^, and too' plainly (hewed his 
Cloven Foot •, for tho' above Fifty Years 
of Age, he had for fome Time harboured 
luftful Delires towards the Fair and Beau- 
Ximspeiiam^^^^^^^ he was now refolved 
to attempt her Chaftity. And tho* her 
Virtue and her fpotlefs'Chaftity might 
very w^ll have Kept him from purfuing 
his unclean Defires, yet -he flattered him- 
lelf with Hopes of obtaining his End by 
corrupting her Judgment : In Which he 
found himfelf very much miftaken, as 
the Sequel will declare. For the Divine 
G^dnefs had a farther Work to do for 
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Deiimia^^ who being altogether igno^: 
rant of what this Wretch defigned a- 
gainft her Honour, frequented her belo- 
ved Garden, as fhe ufed to do ^ and one 
Evening hearing the Gardener reading in 
a lonely Arb©ur, where he thought him- 
felf fecure (for he had induftrioufly con- 
<^aled his being a Protejiant from any of, 
the Family) her Cur ion ty to hear him^ 
made her draw nigh fo, foftly that he 
could not hear her: He was then read- 
ing the firft Chapter of the Epiftle to the 
Romans^ from the 20th to the End of the 
2?d Verf:^, viz. Fcr the invi/ible Things of 
him from the Creation of the Worlds are 
clearly feen^ being underflood by the Things 
that are made, even his Eternal Fewer and 
God^head ^ fothat they are without Excufe: 
becaufe that when they knew God^ theyG/o^ 
rijied him not aiGod^neitherwereThankful- 
but became vain in their Imaginations, and^ 
their foolifh Hearts were darkned : Prof ef- 
fing themfelvesto be Wife^they became Fools, 
and changed the Glory of the Uncorruptible 
God, into an Image made like to Corruptible 
Man, and to Birds, and four footed Beafts, 
and creeping Things* , 

Having thus far proceeded, he paufed . 
and with Eyes lifted up to Heaven^ gave 
Glory unto God, that he ha(3-^decved 

him 
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!iifm Blamelefs from thefe OflPences againfl: 
^^iitsDinne Majefty, which through Igno- 
rance and Superftition had bver-fpread the 
greateft Part of Europe : Lord, conti* 
iiued he, i humbly bejeecb thec^ as I have 
already fuffered Ferfecution jor thy Names' 
fake, and for the Sake of a good Confcience^ 
fo never let me depart fromthe Ways of thy 
Truth, to change thy Incorruptible Glory int0 

an Image made like Corruptible Man : And 
when heJiad faid this ^ Tears flood in his 
Eye^ and his Words were fucceeded by 
Sighs, and then by Silenc;e. 

Deidamia, who had all this while at- 
tentively liftened, found foxnething in 
her Mind, that made a fuddeii uneafy Al- 
teration, and thought to have gone away 
tindifcovered V but then again, her Zeal 
for the Romijh Religion ^ which (he 
thought he had Reproached, by detefting 
Image-worfliip/ carried her fo far, as 
fhe refolved to give hirn a (harp Repri- 
mandj left^he perfifting farther, until 
difcovered by others, might Ruin him- 
lelf, thoVher Goodnefsand gentle Nature 
was not for working him any Injury by 
revealing it. But never was Man more 
furpri2*d than Bernard When he faw her,^ 
whom at that Time of Day he little fu- 
fpefted, as not being ufual ! yet colle^:- 
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ing his fcattered Senles, he ar oft from his 

Seat, and withalendeavoured to hide his 

JBibk nnd^x his Coat, thinking fliehad 

been newly come, and might neither 

heave beard hini Read, nor feen his Bib/e^ 

but (he in a frowning Manner, contrary 

to the wonted (weeinefs of htr Tempetif 

eommanded him to deliver it to her, 

that the Flames might conceal his Fault 5 

and told him, (he would not for tiiat 

Time, difcover his being converfint wich 

a Book fo ftriftl/ by the (^hu/ch pvohi* 

bited to the L^je?//^ for condnued (he, it 

is enough that we Believe as the Church 

Believes without farther Difpute, of puz- 

ling our ftlves with thole Scruples ■and\ 

Niceties, which in all ' probability we 

may make a falfe Conftrudion of, aiadi 

wreft even thole Scriptures that are the 

Rule of our Faith, to our own Damnati-- 

on;-"-- •■■■;■. ; --^ ' ^- ■...■ ^-^-'■^ '•'■- ■ -^ ■■■r---^-^ ' 

: This finart Difcourfe^ and the Fro^ns^ 

in the Fair Deidamtas Gountehance, did 

not in this Cafe fo much daiint Bernard^ 

a^ in another of le(scGncernr it might 

have done V but with jfbme^ affutance,^ h^^ 

reply'd^ Ail, Mkdam ! 1 little thought; iof' 

being vlutpriZ'C^: by you at fay lfeydtK)&s 5 ^ 

but liice Kam, I cannof gt^ v^hatyou \ 

B^tjigijdi rather you maiyComttiaiiid ^^^ 


^^ody to the Flames^ and as a willing^ 
>lartyr I wilLiboner go, than betray the 

jCaufe of God, in delivering up his holy 
l^rd to be confiimed, in which is con- 
taHiejd all Things neceflfary to Salvation v 
suid it ihould be in me an apparent Con- 

: tenfipt of that Salvation^ flipuld I volun- 

iltstrily, or through Fear, caft it from me. 

i^ja your %ing, Maaam, That the 

WWhurchhas prohibited thG Layety the Uft 
l&f thislacred S^^, efpecially in a known ^ 
Tongue, I readily Grant it v but, O moft 
•^tiious Lady, you little know their 
JPolicy in that, it is not that they fear or 
c^re what Miteonftruftions Men make 
!q| it V beeaufe it is like Arrows in the 
Jfe^ of a Giant , , ftrong againft their 

^^i^rnldHy Intereft, plainly difcovering 
tteir JErrors, grols Idolatries. — — He 
weuld have proceeded, but heat of Zeal 

• prompted her haftily to Interrupt him, 
la jh!gi Surely £^r;?^rrf, you are diftraSed, 
^el% what's worft, 2l Heretick : I took 
you to be Wifer and more Reafonable 
when rdiftouded you the other Bay. 
liuly,. M^im^ replied he, as^ ibfc irry 
Ifiing in my right Senfes, I Mej^^tnlgh^ 
ty^God, ft(? has in his Mer^j^ hitherto 
continii^d, thjem to mei jnd Ig^ my be^' 

^ix^J^ Pardon me, if St.Rtul'm 
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Iwers for me, when he was accuftd before 
Felix, faying, 'But this i confef sumo thee j 
after the. Way which they callUerejle.foWor^ 
JBiplthe &od of my Fathers -^ believing all 
Things that are Written in the ham and. rfe 
Prophets. Upon this, Deidamia, who by 
Nature was all Goodnels, GentlenefSj and 
Aftablenefs, began to moderate her An" 
ger,, andto confider a little what he had 
faid ; yet her Zeal for the Religion fhe 
'profelTed, made her mildly Rebuke him, 
and lay before him the Danger he was 
in, if his Opinion was difcbvered 5 bid-^ 
ding him be Cautious and Wife in what 
he did 5 though for her Part he need net 
fear but fhe would lock up what fhe had 
difcovered, in her Breaft, and itfhould 
pafs no farther ^ and fb departed, left hiiil: 
in fbme Confulion. . -5 

r^iAz;^/^ retiring to her Chatnber^ ^ej 
gan to confider what had p^fled, and 
remembred fhe had often wept in het 
tender Years, when fhe heard the Cruel* 
ties the Roman Cathdlicks ufed towards th0 
Huge not s or Vrotejiants in France ^mA 
difapproved df their perfecuting Spirit, 
as jlot of God 5 whofe chieffefl' Attribute is: 
J^^, tender Compa0on, and Forgipiemfs y 
who. on the contrary, fhe fbun^thofe; 
who made Religion fb much 0ij^3^^ 


^■^■^ 
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'<fo very Gruel, that far from the InftanGe 
of our^Sai^ipur's refuiing to call for jEire 
fromf He^en to Confume thofe that had 
iBJijrioufly and delpightfully ufed him, 
, they: made their very Worftiip and Devo- 
tions a Snare, to bring thofe under their 
;cruel Handlings, who had nowifeOifend- 
jed them, hut in being feparated from 
ihemj andmoving according to the Die- 
^^ates of th^r Cqnlcience. She had like- 
wife obftrved the HarmldTnefs and In- 
offenfive Manner of Living in the Eerft- 
cuted, and often fhewed lome diflike of 
IheXopfnefs and ^Unchriftian Pradices of 
■the Persecutors 5 fo_ that although (he had 
a good Opinion of the i?^/^//^ .Religion, 
as haviiig been brought up in it from her 
^fan^, yet had (he not j(b of many of 
thelrofeflbrs of it, who apparently De- 
togafed from the Ways of Virtue, and 
-feeHied to encourage Vice. 
MThis: wrought fome Labourings in her 
Mind, through .the Gracious Operation 
of Jthe holy. Spirit^ and in her Night- 
;Thougfcts more fm reflefting on« 

Ihahy Things, and partiGularly on the 
jSardener's Expreffion oxit of St. PaUts 
Words to Felix the Governbiir, inferring 
fr6m thence, That it muft be theSince- 
jrity of the Heart towards iSod> more 
S."'-'' ^ ^- ^ ' ^ ' ■ ':thanr.;- 
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-than tKe Shew or outward Name, -ox Prbir' 
feflion of any Religidttj that renders the- 
Perfon acceptable -in his Sight. In thi 
midftpf thefe Cogitations and Debates - 
within her felf, flie found fomething (as 
'twere by an over-.raling Power) ftrongljr: 
move her to a Defire of farther Gon^ 
verfifjg wi th Bernard, about the Fundamenr- 
ids of his Religion 'y^ which by the B^- 
pjh Priejis^^ as well in their Pulpits^ as : 
pri va te Cori verlation , had been repre-^ 
fented fo Odious, Damnable, and -to be* 
detefted.. 

The Mormng no fooner fumtnon'd the 
Gardener to Yi^it his Flowers 2iTi6.Flmisf . 
and perform his ufual Task in Watering . 
and Orderi/ig 'em ^ hut Deidamia, Vho had < 
taken little Keft that Night, arofe V- anC 
having per Pof nied her. Orifons, and thea ' 
refrelhing her felf with a moderate Re^^ 
feOiipn, took ^ an Opportunity betweea-* 
that and Dinner-time to enter the Gar- 
den privately, at a Door that opened -• 
into it froiri her Apartment- and/toTr 
Skreen the better what Ihe intend^ ^: 
from prying Eyes, took divers Tu|^^^>: 
and gathered Fpjih oi Flowers^ gMBieii:; v 
Fanning her lelf as if the Heat 6|Eended% 
Rer^ paffing^ many Winding OTeySj^ civer^ 
ipread with plealant Shades, iheJi^ji^ 


to the before - mentioned Arbpur,, and 
again furprized the Gardener in his Me- 
ditations : The Nlan was not under any 
Confternation at her coming, but riling 
and bowing low, would have departed 
out of good Manners to give her the fole 
Freedom of that pleafant Bower-, but 
{he laid her Commands on him to flay, 
faying, She had confidered of his former 
Diicourle, and had made it her Bufinefs 
to find him out, that he might give her 
fome better Reafon for tha Opinion he 
held, th^n yet he had done. 

His Modefty. and the humble Thoughts 
he conceived of himfelf, wouldTcarce give 
liim leave to iit down, though (he often 
Commanded him fo to do 5 but at laft he 
^ompl ied, and then fhe asked him, Upoii 
tphjt Ground and Foundation the Bafis of 
hk.Refigion was fixed, 

1 -Gardener. It is founded on the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and^ l^t^N Tefiament ^ 
which were written by Men infpired by 
the Holy Ghoft, and given for pur In- 
ftruftion and Learning y it is only the 
Wc)r4 of God that can Warrant the Truth 
of any Pofleffion in Religious Matters^ 
and that we Ffotejiants (through God^ ^ 
Affift^nce) Labour to Conform, andLiye 
t^io. :'. - - ■ ", -•"^■-v- 

^^ ^ DeidatHiai: 
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Deidamia. Ay^hutyouma?) hemifiaken 
inthe mifintcrpreting the Scriptures^ dni 
fall into grofs Herejtes^ as our Church 
charges you ^ and therefore has firiSly for* 
bid the Layety of our Communion to meddle 
with them, leji, like Weapons put into the' 
Hands of Idots, or Madmen, they^nji^^e 
themf elves and others thereby. 

Gard. Ah! Laiy, fhall I be free, ard 
deal plainly with you in this point ? 

Deid. With all my Heart J.et me hearwhM^ 
you can fay in Anfwer to it? ~ , ^ 

Gard, All Scriptures are given for our 
Learning, God is willing we ihouldknoV^ 
his revealed Will, that v<^e may be the 
better enabled to perform it. St. VaiA 
commends ^^ Bereans^ and calls them 
Noble, hecaule they fearched the Scrip--' 
tures, to fee whether the Things they 
heard were fo or no^ and we have ina- 
ny Commands for this •, as, Seek ye the 
Book of the hord^nd Read, Ifa'i. 94. i6. 
They were more Noble^ in that they fearchM 
the Scripures daily, Afts 17. 1 1. Let the 
Word of God dwell richly inyou^ Gol 3^ 16. 
From a Child: thou hafi known the Scriptures^ 
2 Tim. 3. 1 J. Take the Sword of the Spirit^ 
vohich is theWordbfGod^ Eph. 6. 17. And 
many otheis that I might mention, which 
Jaie. ta;be> found in the Scriptures j and 
" B^4 thi& 


this not coiiifnanded tO:Sme, but to A// 
that leek Sal vation. 

' -Deid. Certainly if our Church have feen 
this jit ^ they would not have denied it ^ but 
being dangerous to Souls ^ it ought to be re- 
firmned, 

, Gard. It is indeed dangerous to break 
God's Commandments, and to teach Men 
ib to do, and to make the Word of God 
of none effcft; hy Huijian Tradition. We 
:know the ]^<^i?j"Chrifl: pronounced againft 
the f&7r//>^ J for thefe Things. 

J^eld. Why/ zvho are gui;ty of th,is ? The 
Church of Rom^, J he Holy Caiholick Churchy 
^s it has many Ages heenftiled^ isfurelyVJn" 
■fpotted of jMch Crimes, 

G^rJ.l wifh. I could fay it was not, 
fciit it deeply is Guilty, as in many other 
particulars, fo moft eminently in this, 
That it profefles no Man is obliged to re- 
ceive the Scriptures as the Word of 'God, 
or to believe any of it, but for the Tefti- 
mony of your Church ^ and to awe Men 
to fpch a Belief, Threats of -Damnation 
are ufed ^ as well as the Magiftrates 
Swords, and cruel Torments by /;^g^/yf-^^ 
tions '/znd indeed it is not done witj^^l 
Ground: This is done to hinder ppBp^i;; 
into their grofs Idolatries, Errors a ridfilfe© 

'" 'mm 
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perftitioiis, derogatory to tli^ Seriptures^ 
and exprefs Command of God. 

Deid. Sure you are bejjdes your Je/£::Nor 
can you prove thk -, hut being J alien from 
the Church, do this only in i'rejudice and 
Spight, to lay a Stain upon its Virgin In-* 
nocence. 

Gard. No'^ it is apparent from ther 
Word of God, and even from Reafon it; 
felf, in thofe that will Confider, and ^re 
not blinded with Ignorance, which yoii^- 
Church in her Senle truly ftiles xhQ Mch^ 
ther of Devotion. 

Deid. Can anyfMchThi?2g be in a ChurcB 
that is Infallible ? And to prove that it is '- 
foj it is f aid to be built tipon St, Peter f' 
he is the Kook fpoken of-^ and this Rocfe •- 
doth^ together zmth ^r. Peter, -include his ' 
Succejfors.and the Churc''-> built on this Rocb - 
(that is united to^ and built tiponthePopefi^^ 
Infallible'^ for it is f aid. The Gates of 
Hell (hall not prevail againft it. - 
., Oard. Pardon me, Lady^ I; lay, Ther<2^ - 
is no Agreement among theSChurch-meni . 
about this Infallible Judg^ ^ fomewill- 
Jtai^^it the jR^^j Ibme z General Coun^il^ 
a^p^Sthers both ^ none of your Writersr - 
}ia|#yet concluded on it* Howev^^s 
jtl^^iWords are perverted^ for it ismtore 
v^llfebley that not Peters Perfon^ bur Ms. , 
:-!S-.- ■''-,■ " : B .5 ■■-■ •' :-D0r}^iM 
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D0rlne otConfeJfion concerning C^/'/ff, is 
the jR(?^^ upon which the Church is built.; 
Scripture is its beft Interpreter: It is not 
feter^ but Chrift^ is the Foundation of the 
Church, as here in my Bible yoii may fee, 
by the 28 th Chapter and i6t\\ Verfe of 
1/aiah, compared with i Per, n, 6, 7^ 8. 
which jou may pleafe to read, [which 
\fibe didJ] It is moreover exprefly faid , 
I Cor. 3. II. Vther Foundation can no Man 
lay J than that is iaid^ which is Jeft^ Chriji. 
And this is the more confiderable, be- 
caule he fpeaks againft thofe that made 
ihQ Jpoji/es to be Foundations, faying, 
lam ^Paul, another of ApoWos.or Cephas^ 
and if this is Ipoke of Feter^ no more is 
fiidofhim here, thanisfpoke of all the 
Prophets and Apoftles, Epbef 2. 20. Te 
are built upon the Foundation of the Apo files 
aniVrophets. 

Deid, Well^ I am not much learned in 
this Myjiery •, hut^^fray^ n^hat as Erroneoifs 
£anyou affign i^our Worfhip^ or any other 
Thine the Cpurch holds^ as absolutely necef- 

fary? y'" , 

Xjard, Tl3e paying Divine Adoration 
to Angels diXi^ Saints^ exprefly contrary to 
God> Command^, and derogatory to his 
Honour, who alone ought to be worfliip- 
f>ed in Heaven and Earth j^ and to wor- 
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ftiip any other, either Saint or Angel, or 
any Greature, is Idolatry, and a Breach 
of the Second Commandnfient/ 

Deid. Ntiy^ not ^ too haft -, zvedonotwor^ 
^fhip the Angels and Saints as God, zmth the 
hjghefi Worjhip zvhich is only proper to God*^ 
but with an inferiour ^indof Religious Wor^ 
Jhip^ that they may prefent our Supplications; 
to him. 

Gard, There is no Interceflbr or Me- 
diator but Ghrift Jefus, who is appoint- 
ed to iDerforiti that Office V ^j any Man 
^ant Wtfdomi^MMv^ ^k ofGod^. James i. 
5. Neither ^f^S^iits nor Angels. Come 
to me^ faith bilt^^yiour, and I will in no 
imfe cafi you mi^:-^^ free Invitarion 
fhows us, he aipne-is to receive our Peti- 
tions, and prefent^them to his Father^ 
~ There is alfo hnc^^^orjhip brought cun- 
ningly by Pr/>/?x, . td' gain Worldly Ad- 
vantage $ and pretended Miracles, to draw- 
the Ignorant to pay their Devotion more 
at one Place than at another, iinpofing- 
on the Ignorant for Lucre fak®." I could 
fay much more, but I fear tV-,OfFend. 
you. . -]■'"'■• -'• 

Deid. Noy you do not: But let us come 
nearer to the main Controverfie, What think 
yc>t( ofTranfubJiantiatim? linotChniJl Cor- 
poreally prefeni in the- Sacrament .^ . 
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Gnri. Iris a Mifreprefentation of ow 
Saviour''s Words 5 for if he hadfp meant^ 
ias the Church of Rome hold it, when he 
brake the Bread, he muft have held him- 
felf in his own Hands, and Eat himfeif 
yetftillfit whole and entire at the Ta- 
bk ^ his whole Body mufi: be in the Mouth 
of every Conamunicant at once, and that 
Body in Millions of Places at a Time, bro- 
ken and unbroken, and be fubjeft to Pu- 
,TrefraO:ion ^ and therefore the Words, 
^hi^ is. my Body^ doth only intend, This 
doth Jignffie my Body : And upon the lame 
^Account our Saviour is called a T)oo?\ a 
^IMjock, dLVine-y. ytx none can be fo void of 
^^^nderftanding, to believe he was turned 
.toto zny of thefe. And therefore . when 
Jte braJce the Bread, and gave the Cup> 
Jle:did itonly, that when Chriftian Con- 
gregations were met on Solemn Occafi- 
isns t o Celebra re his Woilhi p, they fliould 
doit in Remembrance of him, till bis 
coming ii] Glory at thelaft Day, as the 
iinniediate Words explain ^ and it is ab- 
fiir'i to believe^ that the P/-/Vy?'s uttering 
a few. Words ox'-er a Wafer, can make 
It a God, or that Body offered on the^ 
Croft >' _ 

/ Deid. l-oitamaz^ me : But pray ^what do 
^m hold about: fmgckioxi I Ts there Jifchi^'^ 
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Tkcef where Souls are to endure their Tt^r- 
gations after DeatK that go not mmediately- 
.to Heaven^ and. by MaJJes, and Prayer may 
hereleafedjooner or later. 

Gard. It is a- Tradition lately brought 
in, and with it hath brought miK;h in- 
creale of Wealth to the Church. The 
Word of God allows only Heaven for 
thofe who fliall be made Veffels of Mercy ^ 
and Hell for thofe whofe Sins have ptp- 
vokedhim to caft them down to thofe 
difffiial Regions of Sorrow, and Erernal 
Woe: No Prayers after Death being a- 
vailable. - -^ 

■ Deid, i^&^ Notions are as New di 
Strange to me^/have you any Authentrek 
Proof for this ? 

Gard.'Y^S'y The revealed Word of 
God is a facred Proof beyond all Denial : 
The Rich Man in Hell lifted up hisEyes^ be-, 
ingin Torment-^ Luke i6. 23. Theyfhallfit 
down with Abraham, Ilaac, ^//rf Jacob, m 
the Kingdom of Heaven-, but the other fh.aU 
be caft into utter Darknefs\ where fhall he 
Weeping and Gnafhing of Teeth; Matth-2'8^. 
12. He that believeth fhall- be J^ived^^anM 
he that believeth not Jhall be damned jM^itth^. 
26. 16. Here is no fuch Thing as 3. Furga- 
tory to be found* it is only the Blood of 
Chrifl: that purg^th us fi:om^ our Sias ^J 
:'- - "■ ■ ■ aniU 
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and from all Uncleannefs of Flefh and- 
Spirit, to preftnt our Souls Blanielefs 
and Unfpotted to his Father : By this I 
lUnderftand thole that Die in the Lord^ 
need not our Prayers, and thofe that 
Die in their Sins no Prayers can avail 
, them^ for in the Grave there is no Re- 
pentance : As the Tree falls^ fo it mu]i //>, 
whether it falls towardsthe North ^cr towards 
^ the Souths where it falls there it mujl lie. ' 
There is only two Extreams, North and 
South, no middle Wav, or Purgatory for 
it to fall in. And as Death leaves us, lb 
Judgment will afTuredly find us. 

He would have proceeded, but ihe 
i|>pt him, laying, Pray how long huveyou 
Men of this Opinion,^ 
-'^Gard. Ever fiiice God was plealed to 
Enlighten me with his Grace,, to be atten- 
tive to his holy Word, and tol)e guided 
by it 

Deid. Woi you ever then of the Church 
^Rome? 

Ga7jd. In my younger Years I was, but 
through Mercy, being made fenfible by 
fhe Scriptures of the Corruptions and 
Errors of that Church, by the Affiftarice 
of a worthy Divine, Ihope with St. B////^, 
nothing (hall be able to leparate me from 
the Love of God^ which is In Chrift Je- 

': filS. 
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fus. I will not ofFend'^our LadyfliipT 
chafte Ears with the Hiftory of the Pe- 
baucheries and wicked Lives of diveis 
^opes^ and moft of the Oergy^^ but v/fll 
pray Heaven to defend you from .either 
their L/^y? or Revenge. And fince F have 
by a free Confeflion put my Life in your 
Hands, I humbly Submit it to j^our Good- 
nQ&^ to — 

Here again fhe interrupted him, and 
demanded. Why the Religion he prof ejjed 
was callei the Prottftant Religion ? ' , 

To zvhich he replied^' As for being fo 
called, it is to diliinguifh it from that of 
the Romijh:^ it came from fevjeral Princes 
and Cities of Germany^ who upon the 
Preachings of goodMen, and their Exem- 
plary Lives, proteftedagainft the Ufurpa- 
,tioris oi x\\Q Romijh Church and its Er>- 
rors. That it was no New DoBrine^ but 
the Truth of Pi'imttive Chrijiianhy, Con?- 
fefled, Aflerted, an"d Purged from the Cor- 
ruptions of Popery, taking the revealed 
Will of God for its Guide. 

At this Deldamia paufed a while -, and 
then taking his Bib/e, looked over,^^tbe; 
lacred Proofs he. had turned down in 
order-,, and her Colour went and came 
fo^ that he eafily perceiv'd her Mind was 
labouring under fbme DijHiculties ^ an^j 
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giving it hiffi again, flie went away 
withautfpeafcinga Word. . 

^^isfomewhar perplexd the Gardenet, 
dstearingfhe was difpleafed with what 
heii^d faid -, but her fending for him 
^pijptely to her Chamber the next 
Morning, under the Notion of bringing 
her fome choice Flowers, banifht all Fear 
in him ^ when they two being only left 
together, ihe geritly led him into the 
Clofet, and fhutting the Door to be more 
Private, faid, Bermrd^ (fetching a deep 
Sigh, your Yefterday'sDifcourfe has much 
broken my laft Night s Reft 5 I have been 
Meditating on it, and find abundance of 
iReafon inwliat you fay^ you have (as 
StrP^^/Zfaid in another Calej alfirajl per* 
yfm^ed. me to he of your Ferfuajion ; I wifh 
to God^ moft Virtous Lady (replied he) 
I might be an humble Inftrumentin God s 
'Hand, to do any Thing that may redound 
.to his Glory, and the Good and Welfare 
of your Precious and Immortal Soul, 
without hazarding your Temporal Qpiet 
and Peace, or expofing you to any Dan- 
ger ♦, choVfor a Crown of .Life and humor* 
Uliry- all Earthly Things >re to be de- 
fpifed •, and the holy'Apoitle accounts all 
thiF' World's Good buLas Drojs and l2>ungy 
in co7nparifon of enjoying Chriji^efm^'S^^^ 
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(faiijhe) this is my Aim,5ind if Gode^ 
bie me with his affiftinglGrace, \ hope, 
through his Mercy, to attain it Tteye 
indeed (continued Jhe) to my great Grll^f 
obferved the Lobfe and Profane Manner - 
of Living of thofe that profels ourSitlt--: 
gion •, alledglng, that a Confeffion, -#im 
Abfolution, and fome other Works,, will 
purge them ^ from their Sins; and gain 
them that BlefTednefs in the End, which 
I could never Heartily believe they would 
obtain by them: And fince I have more 
ferioufly confidered God's Word, exprefly 
to the contrary, I cannot believe that 
any thing but fincere and unfeigned Re- 
pentance in the Courfe of an unfpotted 
Life, can purchafe (through the Merits 
of my Saviour) thole endlefs Glories and 
tranfcendent Bleffings that God hath pro- 
mifed to-poor Mortals. •- — ^ She would 
have proceeded, .but the falling Tears 
ftppt her utterance, and Bernardh^dm 
inward Rejoicing ta fee her brought ; to 
thispafs.5 whereupon he comforted her 
with good Advice, and the Cordials of 
God's Mercies and Promifes.. In bri<^f^ 
he had madje her fenfible of the Errors 
fhe had been brought up in, and then 
opened (frotn point to point) the Cheat 
<)F:f retended Miracles, and Relick^ the ' 

-impor 
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pofing on I^ple with Pardon and In- 
dulgence to get Money, the Whoredoms, 
Murders, andinceftsof tfiany. PtTp^j, Car" 
Minals^ and Prelates of the Romijh Church ^ 
'^^ir Unreafonablenefs in prohibiting 
JPri^s Marriage, which is immediately 
-appointed by God, and the allowing 
them by C^;?^;?^ and i>^rr<?^j the Embraces 
of Concubines, or to commit Adultery, 
exprefly contrary to the Command of the 
Almighty, fojasmuch as he. has exprefly 
faid, Thoje tliat do thefe Things Jhall not In - 
herit Eternal Life. — He would have pro- 
ceeded, but hearing the Sound of Feet 
corning up Stairs, fliehaftened him down 
a back Way with lb much Precipitation, 
that he left his Bible behind him, which 
flie luckily feeing, locked up in a Scrii- 
tore- 

I have told you before. That Father 
Antonio the ^rieji, forgetting his , FunSli- 
on. Duty, and Diftance, gave way to 
his unruly and lawiefs Faffion, and was 
then blundering up Stairs to find her in 
Private, having almolt fiuftered /himfelf 
with Wine on purpofe either to be more 
confident in his wicked Defign, to tell her 
the /Story of his Naufeous Lx)ve, orrra|- 
ther Luft ^ or, that if being reproved^ 
^ might have ibme flender Exaife far; 
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his Impertinency, and' lay (as too many' 
do) the blame of their Folly on that 
which is rather an Aggrava|ion of their 
Crime, i. e. their Drunkennefs ^ and fo 
Surprifing, hpwever he came, that putting 
his Nofe over the Upper-ftep, juft as the; 
Gardener pofted out at the private Dooi^ 
he had a Glimpfe of the back Parts of his 
Garments, as it afterwards appeared 5 but 
at that Time took no Notice of any fuch 
Thing. Deidama TQeing Antonio commg 
towards her in a very a pleafant Humour, 
demanded with a modeft Decency, what 
Occaiion brought him thither to diftuxb 
her Retirement ? 

Ah! (faid the^ impudent PW^, who 
could not long keep down h's boiling 
Paffion) your two fair Eyes^ fweet hadyy 
like hoad'Jiones^ have drawn me to yon ^ 
that beaut'eow tempting Face of yours hoi 
made me jorget my felf with my Duty to 
my Lord, and the Truji he repofed in me. 
Why certainly, faid Detdama, (calling 
in her Patience to bridle her Paffion) you 
arebefide your felf, Antonio. — — What 
mean you by this Kind of Difcomfe ? Jf 
lam hefides my felf (replied he almofi 
crying) your fair felf is the Caufe of it, 
xjohofe Beauty, like Arrows, hdveiwunded 
^y Hearty andJicknedmyBrain\ Iwifh^^^^t^^^ 

;•;;■. ^' ■ ^ ^ : ^- Cr- ' hat 
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hai never feenfuch Amiahlenefs inWomn- 
kmd'^ hut Jince I have been/o unfortunate 
as to be your Fettered Captive, takefome 
Compaffion on me^ and. eafe my Sufferings. 
JHTJiat Sufferings ? replied DYtdamiay 
^opning, or ^hat can be the Senft of 
'all this loofe Stuff*? Why then^ (replied 
-he) to b'e feriom^ in plain Terms ^ I Love 
you I and that fo pajjionate/y^ that unless 
you cohdejiend to make me Juit able Returns^ 
Jjhalihave no Peace nor ^iet-^ but mujl 
he Mifer able aril Wretched Eternally. 
Yhen (faid (lie) be you fo : What have 
you leen of anyjoofe Misbecoming Beha- 
viour in jme, that you fhould dare to fpeak 
cthustome? This like a Thunder-bolt, 
firuck- hitn Mute- when fmoothing her 
Bppws, and growing a little Calmer, fhe 
"ftid. Come, come, Antonio^ I took you 
ftr Janother Man^ you profels San$:ity, 
-aMadmonifh others to lead a holy Life 5 
is tMs.Pfetenfion then Real, or is, it only 
fdgned, to try my Virtue > . J proteB^ 
Ifaid he, lifting up both his Hands^ /r^ 
jR^tf/, andJ cannot help it. Why, faid (he, 
)Wouid you Commit fuch great Wicked- 
xiiefs if you might, anti make yourfelf 
guilty of -a Crime fo heinous? yl/;/ hady^ 
replied he^ if //;^/ be all^ I can<abfolveyou 
i^the pQvoer given mefro7n the See ^RomeV ; 

. Confent 
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Confentbut to let me e/jjoyyou, your Penance , 
Jhalihe always .e a fie -^ 111 get a Difpenfation 
for your Marriage Vows from thetope^ with 
Pardon s'y Indulgences^ or any Things for Sins 
pafl^ and thofe that are to come : l^a% I llda^ 
any ihiy^g^fo I do not fallunder your Dijplea* 
fare : Let me alone for the Rejh and •—— 
. This Infolence fo much difpleafed the 
Virtuous Lady,, that fhe could hear no 
more, nor bear it any longer 5 but com- 
manded him out of her Prelence : Yet 
could not be rid of him, till (he threat- 
ened to call up the reft of her Ser van ts* 
'Whereupon he went Muttering away v 
and for two Days after, as much as pofli- 
■ble he could, he fhunned coming into her 
Prefence-, which much piealed her 5 for 
Ihe could not behold him but with Hor- 
ror and Deteftation. 

This Attempt however, in one Sen^ 
(through the over-ruling Provide/tc^J^^ 
Goodnefs of God, who is wpnderfiil In 
Gounfel, and excellent in Working, ahd^ 
xan make the greatcft Wicke:dnels of his 
Creatures, ferve the Purpofe of his own' 
Glory) worked to her Achanta^^iat- 
(he Believed now all /ri^^ which the Gar- 
dener had told her, about the Wicked 
Debauched Lives of the JJ^^(/Z> Qfc^ 
finee this Yillmm'^^i^ had li^Sc^up^ : 
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led to prefer the Fope's Pardon for no lels 
than Adultery, and that before it was 
committed i by which Means or Encou- 
ragement, flie plainly faw it mull confer 
||uently be that they frequently tempted 
eafy and ignorant People to the Commif- 
fion of many Sins : Therefore fhe refol- 
ved to leave thefe b/wd Guides, andtaka 
th^Word df God fox her Leader and ItI" 
JiruHery forbearing to come to ConfeJJion 
or hear JH^, fometimes upon pretence of 
Indifpolition, and at other Times purpofe- 
ly going Abroad, at the uliial Times of 
either^ and holding fome other Confe- 
lences with the Gardener, which (as to 
Particulars) for Brevity's fake I muft'of 
neceffity pafs over* 

She found in her felf a ftrange Averjion 
tp x\iQ Religion fhe had been brought, up 
iny ind having procured a Bible in xhQ 
French Tongue, tookfuch delight in Read- 
ing it, that whenevejT flie had Time to 
Retire, it was not out of her Hand 3 Jet 
flic kept this as fecret as pollible, and not 
teing ready at it her felf, got the Gar-^ 
dener to turn her down luch Proofs^M 
were xhQjlrongeft Arguments againft0e 
Errors ofR>pery,and where theAbomin^Mi 
of the' Myftical Babylon was pointed ^r. Thf S 
he joyfully did, and gave Fraife to W^i 
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who had made him Inftrumental in fo 
good a Work ^ the* he was not ignorant^ 
his Life was liable to pay for it, ii it were 
difcovered* She likewife laid afidelier 
Beads and Crucifix, converfed no mom 
with Ro/aries, ox theLegends of pretended 
Saints y and though flie found fome JTemp- 
tatioris and Fears at the Beginning, yet 
frequently praying to God, fhe overcame 
Satan's Wiles, and found abundance of 
Joy and Comfort enlightning her Soul, 
lb that fhe could not forbear breaking 
out into Raptures of Praifes and Thankl* 
giving, for the wonderful Change (by Co 
ftrange and unexpefted Means) wrought 
in her Soul. 

Whilft this Virtuous Lady and the 
Gardener held their private Correfpon* 
dehce, in difcourfing of the Things of 
God , and incouraging and Exhorting 
each other to Perfeverance and Stedfaft- 
Ti^fsinTrnthy Antono and. pron&vim^ e* 
qually burning with Luftfal Defires to 
enjoy the tender Beauties ^ of the Fair 
Deidamia, wer« plotting and contriving 
how their LawIefsDefigns might beft be 
brought about, tho' each plotted by him- 
lelf, ^t as yet they w^e ignorant of 
ead^rotlier's PaffionJ ^he Villanou?/ 
B^ (as ydii have already heard^ ha4 

been: 
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been Repulfed with Indignation by the 
chafte Lady, whieh inwardly tormemed 
him, ^nd brought him aimoft to his Wits 
End| but the other (Fronovim) had made 
no tryal of her Virtues, and waited a 
favoura-ble Opportunity to do it -, and 
therefore he thinks, meditates, and cafts^ 
many Things in hisMind, till at laft (his 
Paffion ^emboldening him) he was refol- 
ved to break, the Ice with a Letter^ and 
if ihe took no Notice of that, to Second 
it with his Perfonal Addrefe ; But how 
he - fhould do this with Privacy and 
Safety, he was at a Stand iot a Time •, for 
he feared tp truft any Body to^ ideliver it, 
left his Griminal Love fliould take aii* ^ 
and to deliver it himlelf, would iobk 
too daftardly, as if he was nut capable, 
orat leaft durft not ipeak ior himfelf 5 
however, in a little while ±e met with a 
fit' OppprtuQity \ fot Deidamia acciden- 
tally dropping her HandkercMef , as flie 
pafled through a large Gallery that led 
to her Appar tmen t, he carefully took it 
up^ andlJfoldirig upis Letter in it (which 
he had readily fealed by him) he gave it 
to her Gentlewoman i:o give it to : her 
J^dy^ telling her be found it in the Long 
Gallery. ; The Gentlew|pan knowing the 
Handketchief to be to^Xadies, imme^ . 
- ^ ;: ; 1; diatelv 


diately carried it to her, who received 
it irorh her, without knowing any Thing 
of a Letter being in it ^ and afterwards 
accidentally taking the Handkerchief oiit 
of her Pockei;, the Letter dropt out upon 
the Gropnd, which fhe taking' up, iad 
looking on the Supe?'fcriptwn ^ was ex-^ 
treniely furprized to find it direfted to 
her felf i and haftily opening it, was. 
much more fo, to find the Contents there- 
by as followeth : " 

cpArdon me^nioft Lovely Deidamja, /f 
^ your heauty makes me forget the Statim 
lamiTiy ani^ imholiens me to own a PaJ^on 
I have laboured in Vain to hide : To be briefs 
Dear Lady, I am fo Captivated by your 
Charms andjingular FerfeSionSy that i dm 
confrainedto fay^ I Love you infinitely abov$ 
all MortalCreatures\ andftnceit appears to 
me Vnfeafonable any one ManJhdu^Mono^ 
polize fo inefimable a Treqfure0^roem$ 
leave to Hope j and ddnt fuffer me to Lan-^ . 
guijh and hie ^ but render the Balm of jour .^ 
Kindnefs to Cure the Wounds wHchyom 
bright Eyes have made in your i j^w^sf 
Wretched Servant^ 


^G-y,. :-- -^^rke: 
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The Reading of this Letter filled her 
with Bluflies, Anger and Amazesientj 
at the unparallelled Boldnefs and Villany 
of .the Author of it, and at firft was re- 
folving to commit it to Flames, or 
to tear it in Pieces, but upon lecond 
Thoughts, (he laid it up in her Clofet, 
where ffie vexed and fretted her felf^ that 
Ihe was thus left among fuch ungrateful 
Wretches, that dared fo much to iirfpeft 
her Virtues, and meafure them by their 
own wicked and filthy Inclination, as to 
prefume Ihe would defile Jier Marriage- 
Bed ^ being' more grieved for thisDifco- 
very, than the Former 5 for (he knew the 
Priefthad fomething of the Libertine in 
Wm, but this Man ihe had held to be Ho- 
neft and Virtuoufly inclin'd till now 5 and 
to him (he thought to have dilcovered 
Amomo'sfdlly, if he perfited in it 5 that 
iy Shame and Reproofs he might have 
Jfleclaimed him. But now (he fcarce 
knew whoto trullj and could not there- 
fore but tremble at the Apprehenfions of 
feme Violence that might be offered her 
from thoft Xuftful MKcreants, whdfes 
Sight now very much difpleafed 7her.| 
She thiC^ght once or twice of difplacihg 
hem i but found their Authority in the 
Family was lb great, that in her Lord's 

Ahfehce 
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Atlence fhe could not do it : Whereupon 
flie fell on her Knees to implore God's 
Mercy and ProteQiion, Commending her 
felf wholly to his Care and Providence, 
'and begging of Him to be her Guardian 
and Proteftor. 

Though Deidamia's Mind on thole Sur- 
prizing Attempts on her Honour, was 
variously Tofled, fhe at laft came to a 
_lettled Refblution Prudently toConceCl 
what had pafled, at leaft till her Lord 
came Home, for fear :pf Scandal and Di- 
fturbanee : Yet Fronovius might well read 
in her Countenance whenever he c^ame' 
into her Ptcfence, that ilie had read his 
Letter, and how fhe relented it 5 which 
made him ftruggle to overcome his Paffi^ 
on, but in Vain 5 for like Oyl ihrown 
on Fire, the Oppofition his lewd Defires 
met with, made them burn the fiercer v 
fo that he relblved to find an Opportu^ 
nity to throw' himfelf at her Feet, and 
difcover his Paffion to her by Word of 
Mouth V and whilft he waited for a con- 
venient Time and Place to do it, he per- 
ceived the Gardener often to C9me in iii3, 
go out very chearful, as highly plea^^ 
and contented • and that though he only 
carried her ^Fruits and Flowers, yet 'hjs' 
irantick Paffion aiid^ Jealoufie m^ liitn 
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believe there was fomething more ink. 
jAntomo the Prieft had alio obferved the 
like, and had much the fame Sentiments, 
which emboldened them the more to 
Perfift in their wicked and unclean De- 
fiies^ and to continue to Perlecute the 
chafte Lady with their detefted ProfFers 
€)f iawlels Love ^ concluding, that if one 
of fo low a Rank could be in Favour, 
they in time could not mifs of obtaining 
what they fought ^ and To blinded with 
Paffioi), and purfuing what they aimed 
at (though, as has been laid^ unknown to 
each, otherj they kept a watchful Eye 
fipon the Anions of DeidAmia^ whofe 
Ifilihd was taken up in Gontemplating 
the Divine Perfeftions of him who is 
Fairer than the Children of Men, being 
every Day more confirmed in the Truth 
^f ^her Religion , bleffing and praifing 
Cicd, that by fo wonderful and unex- 
pe^ed a Means had brought her out of 
Darknefs and Errors, into the Marvellous 
Light of his Truth, and engaged her 
Heart to Embrace and Entertain it a- 
bpyeiier chief Joy 3 partly looking on 
the Trouble (he had iiom Antonio and 
Mronpviusy thole Brethren Jn Iniqjaity, as 
Temptation or Tryals to Corifirni her 
ilie lUQte, \>Y overeg^ng them, in #e. 
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■Bo^riiie {he had fo lately Embraced y'm^ 
which i[h^ firmly refolved^ to p0&v^t^ 
againft all Temptations whatever. 

But whilft theie Things pafled^ J^^* 
novius had- received no other Arifwer tollis^ 
Letter, but Beiiamia's Aiigry and much- 
changed Countenance towards hiih^ whicfe 
he would not takie for an abfoltite R@^^ 
pulft, and therefore was relblved toliav^ 
her pofitive Anfiver : To obtain whici^ 
as Deidamia was one Morning leanings 
-upon the Window in her Chamber, ani^ 
looking- into the (Satden, heftoleiSft-- 
ly up Stairs, arid: was :gorin:eo: Ji^f 
Chamber juft . behind herj -before <le^ 
heard him, whenfuddenly turning aboii^'; 
and feeing hini in a DejeOiedPofture^ 0X©^ 
was very much Supriz'd and Tremblejdf^ 
at the Sights whilft he by many Woriis^ 
endeavour'd to fBew^ the-Greatnels of Vhfe 
Paffion ^ but' having fomewhatrecolIeS:^-^ 
b^r Spirits, flie with an angry Couiitc^^ 
nance, fpake to him thus: Wpy^ U>wfmmr 
Fronovius? What Bujinefs haver you here^ 
.thus to fteal into my Chamber XJnawdres ? " 
This is fuchm EffrdntMece of Impudenc:e ' 
and Rudenefs^asvetter bec^omesa Ibieftha^-!^ 
the Steward of my Houfhold-^ and yet the 
filthy Errant that you come on ^ is far m&rp ' 
Qrmimtthanjyour eomin^: i^hat'hm^e yotir^ 
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tverjeen of Lightnefs in my Carriage tha^ 
Jhotili make you thus Audacious^ orgiveyou 
the leafi Hope to fucceed in your Unlawful 
and Wicked Dejires ? 1 command you to he 
gone I and know, that if yoziperjift in your 
Impudence and Folly, I will fpeedily take 
thofe Methods^ that Jhall ijfue iv your de^ 
Jerved Shame and Confujion. 
" He would iave replied, but (he forth- 
with went out of her Chamber , and 
.would not hear him. 

This abfolute Denial and fevere Re- 
priniand ^ filled Fronovtt/s full of Confu- 
fion,^ and had almoft made him hope- 
lefs Yr_ but after fome RecoUeOiion , he 
.Jftrongly iFaneied, that the Oppofition he 
met with, proceeded not from theLady'*s 
"^ Virtue, but from the greater Inclination 
Ihe. had to foine Rival, who enjoyed thofe 
Favours which he had been purluing ; 
and he fuppofed the Gardener to be the 
Alan, becaufe he had received fome par- 
ticular Marks of her/ Favours fince the 
.Departure of the Count Alanfon. Being 
thus perfuaded, he was refolved (if it 
were poffible) to make a plain Difcovery :. 
and to this End, he Planted hiinlelf JPti- 
lately one Evening near the Back Stairs, 
thatied out of the Garden into Deidam^^ 
^i^artment (for that Way he thought hl^ 


The French Cotwert^ f| 

fuppofed Rival mujft come.) And indeed 
he had not waited long, befoxe a Perlbn 
came by, and vrent up thofe Stairs-, whoW 
he foftljf followed to the Stair foot ^ the 
Darknels of the Night hindered him; 
from Difterning who the Perfon- was that 
went by him, but he doubted not: but 
' it was the Gardener, and having liftene^ 
at the Bottom of the Stairs, hearing4iO 
Door open, nor no Key to turn, he 
imagined the Door was leftopen on put- 
pofe, and therefore refolved to go up 
himfelf , and Surprize them in the v^y 
A 8: of their unlawful Love: He hst^ 
no fooner refolved this, but he heard 
IbmeBody coming^ Ibftlyt- dow:n Stairs 5 
as Toon as the Perlbn came to the Bot- 
tom of the Stairs, Fro^ovimholdly^itZisS 
on him, and Demands what Bufinef$jhe 
had there at that late Time of Nigfif i 
But was extreamly Surprized to meet 
with, inftead of Bernard xhQ G^den^^ 
Antonio the Prieft -, whom then Fro* 
novim thought had been with Beida- 
mia. Upon which, fpeaking big Words 
to Antonio^ and threatning to kill him 
for the Difhonour he had done his LQtd, 
in Violating of his Bed : The Poor Jir^ 
: (A¥ho was 'Mmoft Dead with Fear, : ani 
extiieaiiily Confounded at this Acddent^ 
•-'7^' -'■:-;■ ■ ■■ € 4-- ^ : .^'treirti 


"tremblingly told Frqnovtus, That if hc 
wpuld fave his Life, he would Jngeni- 
^ oufly tell him all he knew^: Which ¥ro- 
novius "^loioMxig^ Ant onto t<M, him the 
Story ol his Love Addreffes, violent Paf- 
fion , and the Repulfes lie met with : 
That however being Jealous of the Gar- 
'defl^, and not finding hini in .his Lodg- 
ing (for itieems JD^/^^;;^/^^^^^^^^ newly ap- 
pointed him another, unknown to Anto- 
nio) h^ fufpeaed he might be with his 
Lady ^ . where defiring to Detefl: him , 
and bring him to punifliment, he had \m^ 
.•^er taken to come at this Unfeafonable 
Time 5 blit the Doors being faft Locked, 
and after a long Liftening, hearing no 
Stir nor WhiQ)ering, was returning back 
again to watch a more favourable Op-- 
■portunity, that he might not on flight 
^ Ground or Uncertainty, ' lay fuch a Things 
to their Charge. 

Fronovius finding the Prieft had; been' 
Rc^pulied and Reproved as well as he, 
and that Jiis Thoughts were the lame 
-With Ms as to the fufpefted Rival, ha- 
ving huflied his prefent.Eears, and de- 
,clared to hitn, though fomewbat Darkly, 
his own Affeftipns, &c. They went to 
' Antonios Chamber where they "Entered 
Jnto- a Combination lb HeUifli.^nd MM^ 

„. ' CiiQUSr 
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cious, that it brought many Woes aiia 
Miferies, both to the Vmnous Deiddmta,^ 
and the Gardener, till by the Mercy of 
^ God, to the Shame and Confufion of the 
Contrivers, they were turned to' BleffingSj^ 
to rejoyee the injured, and cleat their 
Innocence^ after many inexpreflible Su& 
feings. , i 

%■' Whilft' theft wicked Men were thus 
plotting to Revenge their^Repulles, I^M 
damia was thoughtful 'of her Safety: 
Sometimes fhe i deter mind-^to Write to 
Alanjon, to remember his Protiilfe and. 
haft his Return -, : bur then fhe concluded, 
that though his Prefence might refo'rKi; 
theft Diforders, yet to defert Ms Gorft-* 
mand upon any private Occafion^ #otiM~ 
Derogate from his Honour ^ and -t^^p|l 
fhe confidered, tliat {he> could not jiid^ 
from him the Religion fhe had Embraced - 
fi^ke iis^ Departure , for fhe . could not 
DiflTembleif fhe was taxed with it 5 and 
tho* his Gon^p^ny were dear toher^ yet"^ 
the Enjoytrient of the other was" more 
Precious and Preferable ^ . and that m^ 
Comparifori of the Love of Ghrift^ %}i 
the Love in the World was biir of litt!fe- 
Value;, kt another Titae^fhe/thoi%htt^ 
Retinng to, \m Piwents ; hut this (hei; 
fencied woiild be difpleafirig to to Lord^^ 


;that in his Afcfence ftie ihould leave the 
QSovernment of . his Family:, which he 
had trufted to her Gare at his Departure 5 
:thefeThingsferioufly Weighed, (he re- 
iplved to remain at Home, thinking I'ime 
-would cure the wild Diforders that were 
.in the Minds of thole two wicked Ser- 
vants. 

^,, :; After this laft Relblve, (he retired to 
:'i^ Glofet, where (he had not been long 
€er the Gardener came to prelent her 
with a Paper he had drawn up by her 
Order, of the Fundamental Points of the 
Prbteftant Religion, in Oppoiition to Po- 
pery, one being compared with the o* 
. ther 5 and trye^ by Scripture and the 
Fathers of the Primitive Times: She 
accepted this Paper very kindly , pro- 
Hiifingtoloofc it over at her Leifure, as 
a Matter (he had much defired to be in- 
formed in. Whereupon he retired, to his 
Labour in the^ Garden, whilll a Bribed 
-Spie, their Enemies had (et on the Watch^ 
was run giving. Information of the Gar^ 
^ wiener's' being with his Lzdy y Fromvw 
was out of the Wa,y, but Antonio hafteft- 
as " fall as. he could, and foftly opening 
the Spring-Lock^ impudently entered tb^ 
^hambeii^ drawing the Curtains ojF hfi? 
Esdij, Ml. hopes of findwig^what he y^k^ 


for tbete^ but miffing his Purpofe,. he: 
ftolb to the Side of her Clofet> direfted 
thither by her Voice ^ for the Pious 
Lady was fallen on her Knees, and fer- 
yeritly pouring out her Soul to God ift' 
in thefe Words: 

r\ Mofi hlejfed God^ thou who art the Fa^ 
^ ther of Mercies^ and the God of all 
Confolations^ Iblejs and Traife thy holy Is! ante y 
that thou hafl enlightned the Eyes of my 
XJnderJlandjng with the Knonf ledge of thy 
blefjed Truth J and that thou haji Delivered 
me from that Darknefs and Ignorance^ and 
thefe Amichrifiian Errors^ wherein 1 have 
lived Jin ce my Childhood^ and]haft revealed 
the Saving Knowledge of thy Will unto me^ 
as it is contained in thy ble£edWord the Holy 
Scriptures r firengthen my Heart in the 
Frofefjton of thy Truths andgrant thatim^ 
never return backagain to the Fopifh Idolatry 
and Superjiitiony nor be under theCcndua 
of thojfe blind Guides any more^ Whatever 
Sufferings and Tryals I may be MAle to^ 
or may undergo on that Account. 

.; Thefe Pious Breat^iiigSf of her Soulj 
Adttpmar to his great Amazem^t heard^ ^ 
aM Iciiew hot j^rhat to think, wh^thsr 
he Sxcdid; diftoyer hinifelf or-i;etit^ 
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,-|jit at laft wickedly ftppofing the Fea# 

iiiiie fhould conceive, left he fliould difc 
cove^ what fhe had uttered againft the 

. dR^i/5&,l?^/^/?, or that, as he copcluded, 
flie was turned ifo^ra^r (as they call Pro^ 
tejiants) might induce her to comply witte 
iis Luft, he ptjefented himfelf before her, 
rudely opening her Clofetdoor e're flie 
liadTimeto rife from ier Knees. This 
continued Impudence of his mufih trou- 
bled her Spirits ^ whereupon, rifing ha^ 
ftity, (he forcibly pulled the Door, af- 
ter ftie had given him a Thruft-back, and 
Locked her felf in. However, it unhap- 

' |:iily fell outj that in this Dilbrder, not 
-;taking that Gare, as at another Time (he 
jwquld have done, that Paper which the 
.fiar^ener had newly brought her, with 

\Sier liafty, (hutting 'the Door, dropt out 
of her Coat, and unperceived_ by her, 
was (hut our of the jGloiet, which^;7r^;7/> 
took carefully up, and put in his Pocket 
telling her ftho' the Door wasfhutagainfl: 
him> he had heard how (he Apx)fl:atized 
from her Religian^ and how .wickedly (he: 
had fpoken of the holy Roman Catholick 
Church, irvi what Mifchiefs he could da 
her, if he fliould difcover it-, yet for 
the Love he bore her, if (be would yield 
to pi^-b^ PalBon, WihmWbQ Bm^ 


in Eternal Oblivion : But If flie ^efi 
fed, he had now got an Opportunity t 
xuinher. 

The Pious Lady (whofe fervent De 
wtions this Wretch had interrupted 
Bridled / as much as Human Frailtj 
could do , her Paffion ^ Commanding 
him in mild Terms to be gone, and no 
wound her Challe Ears with his hatec 
Pifcourfe : Againft the Injury he threat 
ned her, Ihe trufted in God for Pf oteftioii 
who is a ftrong Tower, for the Safety q: 
all thole that fly unto him y and ffi^ 
doubted not, when Ihe had an Oppof^ 
tunity to make . her Lord fenfible p^ 
it, he would, through the Favour of Al- 
mighty God, concur v^^ith her, in her C)- 
pinion. ' . : 

Antonio finding himfelf difappointed 
in his main Expectation, and throughly 
nettled with his Anfwer, particularly 
the Cbnclufion of it, went away, Threat- 
ning and Muttering to himfelf : Andilii 
the Anti-chamber met Fronovms^ who 
upon later Notice was haftening to him, 
to whom he had told aH that he had feeii 
and heard. This made them confult I'g 
'take new Kfeafures 5 and in Conclufion, 
refblved her Ghaftity or Life fliould be 
to theifoKevenge. This was 
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-no Sooner eoDcluded o\ hut ATjto/iioTQ^ 
member 'd the Paper he had taken up, and 
taking it out of his Pocket, knew it to 
be the Gardeners Hand, and at firft fup- 
pofing k to be a. -Love-letter that might 
difcover the Intrigue between him and 
his Lady, was highly pleafed^ biat he 
had fcarce read it half over, e're he found 
iiich weighty Arguments againft the 
Church of 1?.^;%?^, Levelled lb direftly a- 
gainft her Tottering Foundation, as npt 
only puxkd his Underftanding, but made 
-himftormat aftrange Rate: Whereupon 
.Fromvius took it out of his Hand, and 
Jead the reft, and in the Clofe, thele 
Words, viz. Virtuous Lady^ theje Argu- 
ments^ Pro 82: Contra, Ifubmii to your great 
Wtfdom^ being very joyful in havings under 
God, been a poor Injirument in Enligbtning 
your XJnderJlanding^ to difcern Truth fronts 
JFalfhood. 

.This left them no longer in doubt, 
who the Party was that (as they termed 
it) had Traduced her to Apoftatize, and 
become Heretick, and for this confe- 
Iquently to enjoy Favours fhe denied to 
them 5 whereupon chey Vowed a Bloody 
Revenge. But fearing that- the. Love A- 
larifhn hore her, wo^Id ho? be effaced hy 
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the Change of her Religion, efpedally 
when he (houldcome tounderftand their 
Criminal Paffion for her, and Praftices 
againft her. They relblved to noake her 
Parents bear the Blanie. of that Stupen- 
dious Wickednefs, which they themfelves 
defigned to be the Aftors of : Eoi/ they 
knew that her Parents were extraordi- 
narily Bigotted to the Romijh Church, 
and lb where, the lifeeliefi: to deal with in 
this Matter : Whereupon Antonio irame- 
diately pofted to them, and defiring a 
}5rivate Conference with the Father and 
Iviother •, after many Hypocritical Shews 
of Sorrow for the Dilgrace that would 
befal the Family, he declared how his 
Lady (fince his Lord had been ablent) 
had been perverted from the Ga^holiik 
Religion by a Uugenot^ a Heretick Gar- 
dener, a Fugitive Wretch, that had been 
taken in jfome Years ago upon Charity, 
He urged what Difhonour it would-be 
to their Family, the Danger incurred /by 
the King's Edifts^ andiaftly, the Lofs oi 
her Soul, if (he was not timely recovered 
and brought to the right Fold, from 
whence flie had. perverlly ftrayed; Then 
he began to magnifie the Pioiis Care and 
Pains he had taken to keep. her^M thje 


Aright; W ay^ ariS to prevent her: fallmg 
* into fuch an unpardonable Sin ^ but that 
•the Devil had been too hard for his In- 
duftry and Labours, through God's high 
SuiFeranoe , to bring fome great Judg- 
ment on her, for her Haughtinefs and.- 
Contempt, &'c. 

This being delivered in a Tone verjv 
iiiDving and..Paffionate, feeming altoge- 
ther in fi^ty to Deidamiay made her Fa- 
ther Sigh, and the Old Lady burft out in 
Tears, wringing their Hands, and be- 
wailing the Miftries of their Aged Years, 
;in this YaS'they then termed it/ worft of-. 
Misfortunes that could befal them ^that 
the only Branch of their Family that 
feou^^ Convey it to Pdfterity, had made 
-lier ielf a Caft-a-way, for fo in theif^^ 
Paflionate Mood they exprefs'd her to 
tf, Antonio was glad to fee thenxthus 
-Wrought , and the Scorm of their fi ft 
^Grief ipending it felf, and being allayed 
hy falling Tears, they began to confult 
more Maturely how this Misfortune- 
inight be Reverled , and after many 
Things were Debated, AntamosDQvicQ of 
Lodging her in a Nunnery (where fhe 
might be Reftrained from Heretkk Books, 
as heXaid,, and the Gompany of any Se*. 
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^ucers^ and alfb be inftrufted by VirttioB^^ 
Nuns, till her Lord came Home, and De^| 
teimiii'd what might farther be done in it) ^ 
was approved. ' , 

What was to be done with the Gar- 
dener was the next Thing to be Con- 
fulted, whether to make him away Se- 
cretly, or deliver him iip to Juftice^ the. 
Prieft was for. the Former, but the Pa- 
rents Conlciences was tender in that,, 
and could not coiifent to fiich a Wicked- 
nefs 5 bu t Antonio Alledged , that th« 
whole Byfinels would- be made Publick if 
he were delivered up to Juftice, and their 
Daughter would be brought in as Crimi- 
nal, and perhaps for her Obftinacy her 
Lord might lofe his Honours, and Pre- 
ferments at Court. This made them con-? 
iider farther, arid at laft left it to thfc 
wicked Prieft, or thole Jie fhould appjiisft^ 
to do, as he or they pleafed^ |phQ)r 
would have born him Company to A/ari^ 
Jon's Uoufh to fee what their PerfuafioM; 
might do, but he urged it would only be. 
a Means to difcovery the Matter-, a^d 
that it would be the beft for theni to 
come and moderate Things when 'the 
Count came Home, of which he woulti 
give them th^ Firft Notice,, fince at pre- 
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fent what was to be dojtie required Secre* 
;cy^ that in the. mean Time fhe fhouid be 
providigd for as became her Quality, and 
that fuch a Place as he mentioned, with 
Tinme and Conipany, was the beftCure 
to joftle thofe wild Notions out of her 
Head : Upon which they only fent her a 
Letter, and refolved not to go them- 
ielves. So il^/^^^i^returned well Satisfied 
« his wicked Companion. 

Deidamia (who was Ignorant of this) 
miffing her Paper, and not doubting 
which Way it went, taking more Care 
for Bernard in the Gardener than her felf, 
thought by it he would be difcovered | 
wherefore file fent for hinn, gave him a 
HandfuLof Gold, and Commanded him 
to Ihift- for himfelf^ telling him what 
had ipaffed, and the Danger he was in. 
This command he feemed exceeding loth 
to obey, and with Tears in his Eyes, 
protefted, that for the Sake of his Re- 
ligion, and in her Defence againft any 
Injury or Violence, he was willing to 
expofehis Life: But fhe urged fo mariy 
Things to haften his Departure, that he 
promifed to do it- and fo they (with 
fliedding many Tears (took a lori^ Fare- 
wel of each other. 
^ Ber- 
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Bernard vjzs prepared to depart, as il»- 
r^;7/^ returned with His Orders^ where- 
upon Fronovius dapped him up in a 
Dungeon, and that Night hired two 
Ruffians to carry him to the Sea-Clifts, 
and throw him thence Head-long; and 
thither they carried him in a Sack on a 
Horfe, Gagged and Bound 5 but finding 
a Veflel thruft into a Creek very near the 
Clifts, one of them enquired and found 
it belonging to a French Plantation in the 
WeJi'Indies ^ whereupon they took the 
Method of JofepVs Brethren with the 
ijhmaelites^ to make the beft Eurchale of 
him, rather than Deftroy him and 16ie 
it ; fo he that canie to Enquire demand- 
ed of the Matter, If he wanted a lufty Ser- 
vant ? He told him, Tes ^ then he return- 
ed, and took the Gardener out of the 
Sack, Ungaggcd and Unbounded him, and 
told him. That though he deftrved to 
Die for perverting his Lady to Herdfie, 
yet they had Companion upon him, and 
would only fend him to do Penance f6r 
a Slave in the WefiJndksy and bid him 
accept of it Thankfully, and without 
Muttering^j and thereupon they deliver- 
ed to theMafter of the Veffel, of whom 
they received Twelve Crowns, After 

whick; 
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which they murnedj, and ^gave atf Acr 
^ount they had thrown him with a great 
Stone about his Neck from a fifty Foot 
Cliffinto the Sea, and for it received the- 
Reward Promiled them. Nor was Ber- 
Tf^ri unwilling to go with his unknovyn 
Matter j finding Providence had; changed 
the Death that was defigned him,, only 
into Slavery, from whence he might 
Hf>pe in Time to be releafed. But Ms 
Care was greater for Deidamia than him- 
felf^, fox he had been ufedto Misfortunes, 
and ; inured; to feverar Hardfhips; Arid: 
lier Grief was no lefs, that (he found her 
ielf Confirained- {as (he liippoled for his^ 
Safety) ib Abruptly to part with th« 
Wan that had been an Inftrument in the 
filling her Heart fo full of heavenly Con- 
•iMations^ and had not laid her Com« 
?mands on him to Write to her, or other- 
Vvra^ give her ieaet Notice of his Abid- 
ing: Place (that ihe might have had far- 
ther Gonverle with him, and hQen more 
Streiigthened by him in the Profeflion of 
? that? Truth he^hadjnftrufted her in, and 
whiGh fhe was refolved to abide by) till 
telFound Means to reftoxe him to hir 

-Elace again. 

. - ■ • ■ . ■/ 
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Whilftihe wasPcnfive on there thought?^ 
'Antonio having (as I before told you) got- 
ten a Letter Trom her Parents to her,^ 
'.wherein they laid their Commands on 
her till her Lord's return, as Jhe tenderel 
jhe Favour of Almighty God^ their BleJJtngy 
and her own Honour and Safety ^io he Ruled 
and Guided in all Things by her Spiritual 
Tafior. (So, being ignorant of his Villany^ 
they termed this wicked Prieft.) And 
..whatever heferfuaded her to for the Good 
of her Soul^and Bodily Prejervation^ readily 
, to comply with it ^ to whofe Care and Inte- 
grity^ next to the Heavenly ProteUion^ they> 
heartily Recom?nended her till her Lord and 
Husband came Home : This was Signed by 
both of them. And Antonio \i^v\n^co)^r 
fulted Fr&novius about it, the^ both came- 
boldly to her Appartment, when tbey^. 
knew fhe was in Private, and pr^t^^: 
it to her, Charging her to obey it asjheijmi^ 
dered her Safety : She no fooner looked on 
it, but fhe asked themTo'many Qiiefti- 
ons, that by Antonidi Replies, fhe was not 
inlenfible, they had traduced her to her 
Parents^ and after fpme juft Reproaches^ 
told.tJiem, It fhould not be longy before fhe 
would £0 and Flead her own Cauje^ and: 
doubteanotfo to jufiifis ^er Froceedings to\ 
" her 
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1)er VarentsAhatthehlackVilkny of her bafe 
ani treacherous Accufers Jhouid be unable to 
fully the Bright nefs of her Innocence. The 
at firft flatted them -, but being refolved 
to proceed in their wicked Defigns, they 
plainly told her. She was at their Difpofaly 
and that they bad Orders to carry her to a 
Hunnery^ where Jhe fhould be Honourably 
VJedy but debarred from the DeftruSive 
Frinciples^fhe had lately Imbibed^ tillherand 
their Lord returned^ to take the Matter into 
his own Hands ^anddetermiri dhow he pleased 
toDifpoJeofher. 

.This infuflPerable Impudence of thete 
LuftTul Wretches, ftirred tip her Zeal to 
fdmuch holy An er and Deteftatioii of 
whatthey propofed/ that (he in a great 
Paffionprotefted to Dye athouja^d Deaths^ 
ifitwerePoJJtble^ aud by the more exquijtte 
T'orments their Hellifh Malice could invents 
rather than to beinclofed within the Walls of 
4 Kynnery, which Jhe was fatisfied was no 
ether than a Sink of Stn^ and plaujible Co- 
Jour forJLewdneJs and Debauchery, But 
they witliout Replying, offering to force 
from the Clofct^flie oppofed her Strength 
againft their Rudenefs, crying out tor 
IJelp to the reft of her Servant 5 but Fro- 
noyim^ who was the Steward and Cover- 

nour 
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nout of the Family, had fb ordered the 
JMatter, that thole, that immediately 
waited upon her, were then out of 
Hearing: So that without any other 
Interruption, than what her 'Contending 
gave them, they hurried her into a Clofe 
Chamber in the remoteft Part of the 
Houfe, where they Locked her in, and 
went to confult farther, how they fhould 
fecretly conver her thence, whilft flifi 
(who expeSed afterXuch Treatment, no- 
thing but a Violation of her Chaftity^ 
and would liiuch lather have embraced 
Death, and counted it a Favour) was 
pouring out of her Soul to God, and im- 
ploring his Help in that needful Time 
of her Trouble, and begging of him to 
Strengthen her Faith, till on a fudden, 
to allay th^ Troubles and Afflifl-ions of 
her Mind, fuch Beams of Joy and Com-' 
fort were Darted into her Soul, that fhe 
afTured her lelf. That that merciful Goii 
wh^Je gracious VroteUian Jhe had been Jeekr 
ing^ would work out Deliverance for her in 
due Time. 

Thefe Confpirators by this Time had 
tome to a Relult to rid themfelves (as 
they thought) for ever from the Fears 
they; were ia of their Villanous PraQ:i<:es 
being Difcoveredt which was this. 

' ^-. :'; \v ■':..- -^' Fro." 
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Fronovius, Counterfeited a hetter in h" 
la^ifbhV Hand Jo very ExaSly, that if 
\ Wmfelfhadfeen ity he might have been puz'^ 
zltito difiinguifh it from his Orpn^ and ha- 
ving got two Ruffians ready ^ one drejjed in 
the Habit of an Officer^ and the other like 
a Servant attending him-^ Antonio and his 
Companion in Wickednefs went^to her with 
ity and falling on their Knees, with feme 
forced Tears^ humbling impTorivg 'her Far* 
don for the Indignities they had offered to 
her, b'efeeching her to be their good Lady^ 
notwithjianding their Follies, and they would 
pever in the like Nature Offend, nor do \ 
atty Thing to DiJhbUge her^-^ with many o- 
ther protejiations, and miteh feigned Sor- 
row for their Rudnefs and Defgns upon 
her Chaflity, imploring^her not to Dif cover 
it^to her Lord. 

• Wiiii&Deidamiawaswonietmg, what 
tliat fudden Alteration in thole, who had 
lately fo Rudely treated her, might mean, 
Trbnovius deliver d her the Letter, in which 
Ihe read thefe Words J 

My Dear Beidamia, 

CTHo I know, that the News which: thefe 

■ Unes will acquaint you with, cdrmc^be 

acceptable to you, yet Conjure you by oiit:^ 

Mutual AffeSions, that you fuffer notyoUr 
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feif to be iijlurbedj but hear what Jjhalt 
teliyou with that Patience and Serenity pf 
Mind^ which becomes yoi^^ ms knowing it is 
your Duty in all Things that happen to us ^ to 
fubmit to the Divine WilL Know then^ my 
Lovely Deidamia, that in a late Encounter 
with a Party of the Enemies^ I happened to 
be Wounded by aChance-Jhot^ which my Sur* 
geons tell me is Mortal • andfea?^ing that it 
may befo^ and Desiring above allThings here : 
below ^ to have a Sight of yoiir DearSelfbey 
fore I depart out of the Worlds I havejenf 
the Bearer, Monf Durell, one of my Cap'-: 
tains, to conduct you to me forthwith. : Who 
is a Per Jon of thai Worth and Honour, thatt 
you may truft your f elf withhim without the. 
Trouble of any. Attendants but what he brings 
with him; becaufe I would have you come as [ 
fpeedily as: may be : Which is at Pi^efent all 
fromhim, who is both in Life andDeathy; ' 

Your ever Faithful Husband , 

S;?'--, " ^ lyALANSOm 

At the Reading of this fheTretnbledl, 
looked Pale, and flied abuiidaiice of Tears, 
being in the giveateft Diforder a^d Con- 
fufion Imaginable, intreating inftantly to ,, 


yi- - 
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ftethe Party that brought it, .promriing 
y^l^^dx renewing their intrea ties;;) not to 
JEliftover^eir Wickedneis, if by their 
future I)€nieanour they made an A- 
tone^iient for wh^t had pafled 5 and they 
V thereupon Ibl^nnly promifing hi led heir 
dpwnv into the Hall, where the pret^ded 
Captain and his Servant bowed very low 
to her ^ and being before-hand Inftrulled, 
anfwered all her Qpeftions fo cunningly, 
that fhe verily believed the Letter to 
come from her Lord, and that all he faid 
was true, defiring them tOirefrefli them 
felves, whilft (he fitted her f&XFovith other 
Apparel, and took fome Jewels, 'Goldj&'r. 
along with her ^ which done^ and being 
about Four in the Evening,^ the Innocent 
Dove committed her felf into the Tallons 
Sof tliefe bloody Vultures, mountjng be- 
hind the luppofed Captain, who^had his 
Inftruftions not to let her fee the next 
Morning Dawn. Antonw and Fronovius 
pretended m^uch Sorrow at her Depar- 
ture, but inwardly rejoyced, that by this 
Stratagem they ;fhould get her eafily into 
the Trap without Noife or Difturbance 5 
which had they gone about to do \y 
Force, her Cries might have brought 
cEiftue, ■ and prevented their Villanousj 
:—:■■";.'■- "■■ .^ - / ". '~^ V ;'Pu^poft 

"■' '' ■ ^ ' '■.■^^'-■-./ :-v^:.-Jil;" 
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purpofe ; The curfed Pfieftjfideed would 
have firft had her Raviflied by; himfelf 
and his Gompanion, and then Murthereii 
at Home, but the other eonfidering, -that 
it wouldrbe Difficult to Dirpofe of the 
Dead Body, eontrivwd this Way. But I 
muft leave them for fonie Time, hugging 
themfelves in their Security, and follow 
the deceived Innocent. 

The bloody Cut-throats having got the 
Prize, by her top much Credulity, into 
their Pofleffi oh, took all tlie By-ways th^y 
could, eroding the Country and holding 
her in Difcourfe with many Things rela- 
ting to the War ; and fo fpun out the 
Tirbe till the Sun was near fetting, when 
coming into a Valley between two vaft 
Woods,' in a Place much Unfrequented, 
they Rode into one of them, at aTurn- 
ing of a narrow Way, where the fuppoled 
Captain flopped, and the Ruffian that 
Rode fingle alighted, and furprizingly 
pulled Deidamia from behind him, who at 
fo unexpefted a Rudenefs Trembled, and 
began to lufpeO: the Treachery • nor was 
the otiier flow in^'Pifmounting, ' when 
both together they carried her into, the 
Wood V upon this, with piteous Shrieks 
and GieSj fhe denianded; the Ca%feqfjucb 

Xy 2 Violence}. 
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Wioknce^^ but without Replying, the Vil- 
lain who had carried her, drawing his^ 
rSword, Direfted i:t for the fatal Thruft, 
^^efigning inftantly to pierce he Hearty 
'Whiift on hQiKne^sJhe was imploring their 
^ty and'CdmpaJJion^ and. intr eating to know 
lin-whatrjhe mi Offended^ tp make them fa 
^oid of Humanity towards a dijirejfed Lady, 
Mhom they had betrayed into that Solitary ' 
Mace^heing Convinced that her 'Lord haigi" 
:vm nofuch Commands : No^ (reply ed they) 
.thafJsWue^ nor do we know him 5 ^^/ Anto- 
^moandYiono^iws have, and we mufi Obey 
^em ^ befidesj you are an Heretick, and 
Sught not to Live, 

\ Deidamia now finding flie was betrayed 
fey her Wicked Servants into the Hands 
-of thefe- mercilefs Villains J and feeing 
;5i5Pthing but prefent Death before her 
Eyes, (he poured out her Soul to God' in 
Vehenaent Petitionsfor her Favour from his 
Hands, and that if he faw fitihe (hpuld 
Live no longer here, that he would re- ' 
mve her into Life Eternal, and that ra- 
ther (iHt were required) (he might Seal 
herProfeflion of the Reformed Religion, 
ih which (he had found fo much: heaven- 
ly Confolation, with her deareft Bipod, 
than be prevail'd with to R^ay^t^t* Mf 
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nicl from the Fury of the lAonSy' and the 
Three Children,from devouring Flame s^canfii 
if thou wilt^ in this great Extremity^ deliver ■: 
me from thefe Blood-thirfly Men^ whom F"'- 
have no manner Injured : But be it as thoU:>- 
pleafeji^ fo that 7?iy depar}ing Soul, whenj$^^ 
leaves this Mortal Body, may fndfkelterin-^'- 
the Arms of thy Mercy ^ The Villains, wha* 
all this while had eyed her, and law het; 
Lovely in her Tears, troubled not them-*- 
felves about her Religion, for their Bufr 
nefs was to Murder her •, and therefore : 
the pretended Captain faid, 'Lady ! our;. 
Time ^Jhort/his Inftant you muji Diejhef^: 
fore. fettle your Mind for thejatalStrokei- 
To this (he made no Reply, but continu- 
ing on herKnees^: with Eyes up4iftedjta 
Heaven, SJghs and ' Tears being the Laii^; 
guage of her Soul, his impious Hand vi^as 
about to give the fatal Thruft 5 but ife;: 
other catch ed hold of his' Arm, arid-: 
ftopt his Sword ^ and after that, they. • 
Whifpered ^ but lliew knew not wha^ 
they faid, till their . fcirther Attempt re- - 
vealed i:t. - 

They had no fooner done conferring L 
Notes, but tl\ey V^ioleiitly forced herHop^ 
hex Back,, aiid prepared to :Ravi&^ii^jy 
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and then pfit her to Death : Her 
Cries upon this were redouble?!, and flie 
begged Deatk rather than the Lofs of her 
Chiftity, opening her Bofom, and tempt- 
|iig their S^.vords to pierce it. But her 
fpeatjty in this forrowful Condition, was 
To Charming in their Luftful Eyes, that 
tliey were inexorable to her Cries and 
Prayers. G had A/a/ifopjheen but there, 
tvithwhat Vengeance at this piteous Sight 
\?^ould his Sword have been drawn to, 
tiieir Deftruftion, and her Relcue ! Bu^ 
ht: being Ignorant qf the Wounds his; 
^fear Lady was about to receive. Heaven 
inter poled for her Reftue: Fortlie Vil- 
IMns fell at Difcbrd, who Ihould fix ft en- 
joy her -, and the Gonteft grew fo hot, 
that they difpured it with their Swordu, 
and m the Duel the pretended Captain 
T'tiloft forward in the Milchief]) was^ran 
thtrough the Body, and vvith a ghaftly 
j5roan yielded up his wicked. Soul into 
tfee Hands of Death. The other being 
forelj wounded, iind Fainting thrbugh 
Iclsof Blood, grve Deidama firm toMy 
farther into the Woods^ wandering fo 
far that Night covering every Thing 
with Darknefs, flie thought fhe niigbt 
IK)W reft a little to recover Breath t arid 
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fo fat down upon- the Ground : Tho' 0?r- 
Dlngefs fhc had fo lately efcaped from 
mckecS- Men, ahd thole that fhe^ now 
feared from wild Beafts, would not a- 
long Time faffer her to clofe her Eyes ^ 
however (he ceafed not witt earneft Pray- 
er an Supplication to recommend her 
felf to God, and implore his' Aid and 
Prote£lion ^ who by the late wonderful 
Deliverance he had given lier, iiad fuf^ 
ficiently fliown her how able he hj^ikxQ 
to the utmoft/ even in the|^f^it of 
the greateft Dangers. XMi^pfiderar 
,tion whereof^ was a might^^^lfegfte her 
prelent Sorrows in the Midft ofi thai^ 
Forlorn Condition, to which (he was re-- 
duced 5 fo that a little fupported thereby, 
(he fell at laft into a found Sleep, haAang 
ffo other Pillow but aTurff of, Grafs, nor 
Covering than the Canopy of Heavem>- 
The Morning being come, Deidamia z.- 
gain returned Thanks to God, both for 
her late Deliverance, and her laft Nights 
Prefervation I eafneftly beggingof him^- 
That as he had Gracioufly begun to De- 
liver 'her, fo that he would in his own ' 
good Time compleat it, to his- own Glory^ 
and her Good 5 and, thatthov at prelent 
her Afflictions are not Joyous but Grie,- 

D 4 . vous* 
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vous, yet;^^ that through God -s over-ruling 
jfejyidence, they might afterwards bring 
forth for her the peaceable Fruits of 
Eightepufriels ^ - Humbly defiring , flie 
might be kept from entertaining ^hard 
Thoughts of; God, or of his Truth and 
Way5, which fhe had fo lately embraced, 
notwithftanding any SuflPerings fhe had 
or might meet withal upon that Ac- 
tount. And having thus Recommended 
heilelf to God, fhe refolved, if ^ it were 
poflible, to get out of that'Defolate, Path- 
lefs, and Solitary Place: But the moie 
ihe thought to Extricate her felf, the 
more (he found her felf Entangled, and 
without Hopes of -getting -out. The 
lEruits, that at that Time of the Year 
grew upon the Trees, fupply'd her with 
ff^ood^ and the littlepurling Streams that 
iffued from fbme Springs in the Wood, 
fupply 'd her with Drink : So that finding 
it impoiiible to get away, fhe was Content 
to tarry there, till the Providence of God 
Jhould find out fome way of Deliverance 
for her -, being fatisfied in this, That the 
Comforts of Converlation, and other Con- 
Teniences that fhe us'dtohave, were abun- 
dantly made, up in the Communion fhe 
enjoy d with God^ whole bleffed Prelence 


(as file has liBce Confels'd^ ^dmor^timn 
Recompenle for all her outward Wants,U-«t^ 
In the Profeffion of which Happine&we''- 
will leave her for a Time, and lookback: 

^ to fee what became of the Surviving,. 

"Ruffian. 

His Companion (as we have already 
heard) was killed in their~Conteft, about 
which fhould Enjoy (or rather Ravifh) 
Deldamia firft , and he that Survived^ >: 
fainted away through lofs of Blood, which 
fas we have already releated^) made way 
for Deidamias Elcape : But he recovering 
in ibme little Time, found Means, to ftop ^ 
its EfFufioii-3 and then miffing of D^ii^/- - 
mui, he made what Search he could for 
her, not fo much to fatisfie his Luft, . 
(which his lofs of Blood had pretty muci^ 
.allayedj as to take away her Life, that in 
Time to come (he might not be an Evi- - 
dence of his Wickednefs ^ but norfindiog-" 
her after all his Search, he Buried his - 
Companion; and returned to thofe that 
had fet th-em to Work , telling them, That ^ 
Deidamia, when Jhe found Jhe. muji Die b^ - 
a Surprize yhadfnatcb'd away his Compdnions 
Sword^ and Slain him with it byandunboKd : 

forThruJt: But that himfelf had quickly \ 
ttv^n£dit byheravpn Death^and had: buried > 

'^.. -;;..:• ■. .. t) % tl7Cm%. 


fhm hothin a Jeep Pit to avoid Difcovery. 
This they believed, and gave him what 
they had protnifed ^ being mightily plea-- 
led that now they were (as they thought 
atleaft) out of/all Danger. 

Whilftthefe Things were thus Afted, 
Deidama's Parents became exceedingly 
Troiibled, even to that Degree, that their 
Sleep departed from them ^ and thofe 
little Slumbers, that they foinetimes. 
got, were interrupted with ftrange and 
unaccountable Dreams, which was alfo 
attended with an unufual Melancholy, 
of which they could give no Account. 
This made them refolve ta enquire after 
Deid^mia, of whom they heard nothing, 
fince the Permiffion they gave to Antoma 
to carry her to a Nunnery- 

'^xAFronovius and il;?7/m& had been {b> 
€immng to preA^ent their Difcovery of 
the Villany, that for a Sum of Money 
they engaged a certain Abbefs o{ Antonio% 
Acquaintance, to acknowledge (when 
thete fliould be Occafion) that Deidamia 
had been brought thither, but that (he 
had made her Efcape from thence, fo 
that (he Knew not what was become of 
"her, nor could gi've any Account of tfe0 
Reafon of it, but only by a Note that (he 


T^^ irench 0>« 

Mi leHt beehind her in lier Chamber,-^ 
which HoKQ Fr0/2ovi//s fwho, as wehave 
already faid had a Notably Faculty at 
Counterfeiting of Hands) had Writ in a. 
Hand fo like Deidamia\ that it could no€^ 
be diftinguifhed. They had alfo giVeiv 
the Abbefs a Ladder of Ropes, by_ which 
it was Pretended, (he iKid made her 
cfcape. Fronovius and Antonio having fpt: 
well. laid their Defign with the Abbeis^ 
kept Poffeffion of Alanfon's Houfe without 
Fear or Controul. And therefore when 
DWi^^/^s Parents came thither to enquire 
after their Daughter, they received themt 
with much feeming Courtefie and Kind- 
nefs, and Fronovius told them, ThatM 
it had Xhhappily fallen out^ that their 'Lady 
had been Perverted to Her^JieJince the De-- 
■partureofthe Counther Husband, yethehadr 
taken that Care of the Family in his Lord's 
Ab fence J whhh was confiflent with his Duty ^ 
and that as to his Lady^ the Orders they had 
beenpleas'd to give to Antonio to/end her ta 
a Nunnery hadbeenpunQually objervd ^ ani 
he hoped by that Means^ againjt the coming 
Home of their Lord, fhe might be again ^s^ 
conciled unto her Mother-Church^out^f which 
there is no Salvation. *'tho\ this Dilcdijr|e 
oi^ Fronovius was very Plaufible, yetdie 
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I^af^rits oiiyeidafnia vvere not at all latis^ 
fied^ with it^ but defired to fee and dif- 
t:<>iirfe with her in tiiQNzinnery where (he 
was, which Tronovim feemed ready to 
afleritto, and with Antonio offered their 
Service to accompany tiem thither, tell- 
ing them, they had given fo ftriO: a 
Charge to the Abbels, to prevent any He-^ 
r^to/ljr from coming to her, that none 
inlgbt fo admitted to fpeak with her, but 
themfelves, or by their immediate Order. 
-^ The Parents being for the prefent fa- 
tisficd with this Anfwer, lay there that 
l^ight, big with the Hopes they had of 
Jeeing their Daughter the next Day t 
Which being come, they went with Anto- 
hio-^xAFronovms^ to the fsfunneryy^ but 
#ere extreamly Surprized, when they 
came thither, to hear the Abbefs fay, 
That the young Lady had been too hard 
for her, and notwithftanding all her Care 
and Diligence, had found a Way to make 
her Efcape but theE)ay before, and then 
ie4them into the Garden, fhewing them> 
the Ladder of Ropes by which fhe got over 
^e Wall 5 and then haying them into a 
Room which flie called her Chamber, gave 
them the Note which Fronovms left with 
ler, asking hct Parents If they knew that 
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Hand V they liaftily opened it, and 
thought verily it had been of Deidamias 
Writing : And then Reading it, found it 
to Contain thefe Words. 

JjAving been forced to fh'is Tlace againji 
•" my Mind and Confc'ience^ let none be 
troubled^ that I have found a Means to fet 
my felj athiberty.:- And am gone to him, 
who no doubt will Right me- of the Injury 
done me by my Treacherous Servants, 

Deidamia, 

Her Parents upon reading this Letter 
and believing it to be True, burft forth 
into Tears for theLofs of their Daughter 5 
not knowing now in what Part of the 
Country to feek for her : The only* 
Hopes they had was, that fhe was gone 
\xsxo¥knders\o het Hufband, to whidh 
Opinion Fronovitis and Antonib both per- 
fwaded them, from that Expreffion in the 
Note, [_I am gone to him^ that willRightmy 
Injuries?^ Upon which, giving Fronovms 
a Charge to be a Faithful Steward in his 
Lord's Abfence , they, returned to theit 
GwnVHoufe, where ' they Writ the follow- 
ing Letter to the County andlent it% an 
Exp^els to jf^^^ ^ ^ ' " 


, ' To the Count jyAlmfony Cdhe^ 
the. Regiment of Picardy* 

Deareft SON, 
7 r is not without Vnexprejfjibk Grief that 
^ we Write thefe Lines, which brings you 
the.fadTydings ofthegreatefi AJiiff ion that 
ever befell you j and which^ without the Di- 
vine Aid ^ you mill find it very hard to bear^ 
but 1 hope Heaven zmllfupport you under it \ 
it is in brief the lofs ^ Deidamiaj I do 
not mean by Deaths for had Heaven ordained 
itJPi that would have been far more Eligible: 
But^nlasl She is loji both to her felf arid; all 
cfxus \ She is (fin ce^ your Departure) per* 
^rted to UertRe, and turned anobjiinate 
pfogenot V which whilft we endeavoured to 
y^claim her from, by . conf ending upon the 
^j^jdmce of your Chaplain, Father Antoxixo) 
^ihat fhefiould:be put into an'NunmT^y,f)eis 
efiaped from thence no one knows rehither 5 
the Thoughts thereof ha^ filled the Hearts of 
^Jelf and Wife with fuch JJnexprefJible 
Grief and Sorrow^ as has render d us alto- 
gether XJnconfolable our only remaining 
Hope isy that fhe may be gone to you -^ and 
^at ^ you have not already ^ you. may. yet 
hear of her in a few Days 3 jorfhe left be* 


hinilyer inher Chmber^ at-, the Nunnery ^^ 
St. BridgetV ftt?^///;^r Fronovius and An-^ 
tpnio condu£fed her) the- following Kote^ 

HAving been forced to this Place a^ 
gainft my Mind and Confcience^ 
let none be troubled that I found a Meaffs" 
to let my felf at Liberty : And am gone 
to him who no doubt will Right me of 
the Injury done ma by my Treacherous 
Servant^. 

Lfeidama. 

It PS this Note done that gives us gtounk 
to hope that y^m may fee her again -y aMl 
fray God it may fall out accordingly. Ani^ 
whenever this hji- Sheep fhall be found again j 
J doubt not but you will lay her inyourSqfomy 
according to the Example of our great Shepi^ 
herd, and by your wonted Love and Tendir^^ 
nefs towards her^ endeavour io; TyJioreMW 
again to the true Fold and Church'bfChr^^ 
to zsohofe bolyFroteSion 1 commit you^ a^ 
Jo TareweL .'-H-'V 

J. MONTAIGN,! 

The Count Alan/on was lb tranfp<^te<t 
wkh Grief at the Reading of thi^ Lettei^ 
that for Ibme^Timeheremain'd Speqehlelfe 
: ^ ^His 




So i be rvenm mti^rt* 

» " . ' .-'••- _•••■■. ^ 

His Trdiible was too §reat to Vent it felf 
in Words ^ftill Waters being always the 
Deepelt: But foon after his Sorrow, gave 
it lelf YQnt in the moft paffionate and 
feeling Complaints: .And then calling 
for a Pen and Ink, he Writ the following 
Leuer to his Father. ; 

Alanfon^ to Skm Mo??taign» 
S I R, 

jReceivedyour Letter^ihe Contents where-^ 
"^ of has brought that Grief and Sorrow ta 
my Hearty that will continue therefor ever^ 
nnlefs the'Sight of my deareft Deidamia re* 
moves it : Her being ttirned Hugenot is not 
that which gives me much Trouble^ it rather 
makes me think there is fome thing of Good in 
thofe Opinions^ or elfefo much Goodnefs and 
Virtue^ asthatoft)Qidd,mi3.% could never 
have embraced them. Had you but let her 
alone in my Houfelhad been Happy fill :^ but 
yourendeavouringtoreclaimher has been ihe 
Ruin of us both : I am Jo Tranfported with 
Grief and ^nger^ that I know not what to 
Write^ nor would I Write at all^ but come 
away immediately^ r^cre it not for the Hopes 
you give from the Note found in the Chamber 
ofmydeareJIDQidRmhy that Jhe was gone to 
him that would, foon Right, her Injuries^ and 
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that can be none but myfelf: And might"! 
hit recover her again^ Jhejhould not he rdi- 
jiaken in her Thoughts, 'Tisin Hopes of her 
coming that lam content tojiay here a little 
longer : For 'tis Deidamia alone can make 
' me Happy-. Far ewe IL ALAN SON. 

The MefTenger being returned with 
Alanfon's Letter, it adminiftred- frefli 
Grief to Beidamias Parents. For they 
thereby found, that by their too eafily 
yielding to Antonio's DtRgns^ they had 
not only loft their Daughter, but the 
AffeSions of their Son-in-Law. In this 
State we will not leave them, and mak% 
Deidamia z Vifit in her Ibrrowing Soli-" 
tilde. 

Deidamia being in that lonely Place, 
each Day removed her Habitation, until 
at laft fhe found a Cave to fecure her felf 
from the Injuries of the Weather-, ancl^ 
was a quiet Refting-place to her in the 
Night-feafon , for by (hutting up the 
Mouth of the Cave, fhe covered her felf 
from all Danger ^ which fhe look'd^upon,- 
and thanked God for, as a great Mercy: 

'And living upon the Fruits that grew in 
the Wood, (as I laid before j fhe ipent 
her Time wholly in Prayer and Medita- 

■ ^ ^ .: ^ tion V 
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tion 5 and tho' her Dieted Eodging. was 
excreamly changed, yet her Health was*^ 
both continued and increafed , and ihe 
found that Promift made good to her, As^^^ 
thy Day is, fofhallthy Strength be. 

She had now lived almoft four Months 
in this Solitude, and the Winter ap- 
proaching, began to make the Woods 
uncomfortable ^ and the Cold extreamly 
nipping : So that DeidamiaW2;sioic^Aoi*r 
ten to walk apace to get her beat, One- 
Day as (he had walked farther than Or- 
dina'ry, fhe difcovered fome Kind of zn^' 
GbfurePath fhe had not feen before^ anci; 
tho* fhe knew not .whither it would lead ' 
her, fhe was refolved to follow theTracfct 
She travelled fo far that Day, that it was 
in Vain for her to think of retreating to 
her beloved Cave, where fhe had lain Ilo 
many Nights 5 and therefore making the 
beft Shift that (he could, fMe fate down 
upon the Ground, and- Recommending 
Wt ftlf to the Almighty's Proteftion, . 
compofed her felf to Reft ^ the next. 
Morning fhe arofe as foon as it was Light, 
and" travelling forward ^ perceived her 
Path to belike that of the J^iF, which 
the wife Wan tells us, Shines more anA 
tmre unto the perfeS Day{ And fhe was 

en* 
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encouraged to go on, becaufe fhe fancied 
(he heard the Barking of Dogs ^ and' after 
travelling a little farther, (he was virell 
afliired it was a real Thing, and not a 
Fancy only 5 and therefore fhe purfued 
her Journey the more eagerly. The Sun 
had not come to its Meridian, when fhe 
heard an unt^rualRufliing amongft the 
Bufhes, and {landing (till to know what 
it might mean, fhe perceived a Grave 
Old Man with two Dogs following him, 
come from among the Trees. They were 
both all fteJSurpriz'd at the Enterview j, 
for the 0M^Man having never feen any; 
Human Giwture in that Place before^ 
could not biS be amazed to fee a Womahi 
coming j&pm the midft of the Wood 5; 
and thejpsfore addreffing himfelf to her^ 
he enquired by what Misfortune fhe came- 
thither > In treating her not to be afraid;^ 
for fhefhould receive no Harm from him r 
X)^/<^^/^ upon this looking Earnefffy 
upon him, and perceiving his Carriage 
and Demeanour to be what became the 
Gravity of his Years, fhe told him, She 
was indeed in a wild Place^and knew not the 
Way out again. To this the Old Man re* 
ply'd, Ifjhe would go with him to hishomelf 
Cottage^ his Wife would Canduii her out of 

the 


the Wood. Deidamia ptefently accepted 
of his Kindnefs and went with him. 
And after they had gone about the Space . 
of a Mile, rheycametohisHoule-, where 
the good Oil Woman f who was fome- 
what furprized to fee her Hufband bring 
a. Stranger along with him) rofe up, and 
re.ei\^d her very Coarteoufly, defiring 
her to lit down, and refrefh herfelf with 
fuc|i homely Fare as their Cottage af- 
forded : Which (he did, and then asking. 
herTarther how (he came' into that Place. 
Deidamia defired the'j zwuld ask her no 
^uejlions for . the Repetition of her Sorrow 
would but renew her Griefs only thus much 
Jhe would let them know^ that her being there ■ 
Alive was the EffeffsofGod-s Providence'in 
delivering her from Wicked and Blood^ihirfiy.. 
Men that fought to take away her Life, Up- 
on which, perceiving her to be full of 
jSrief, they asked her no more Queftiohs, 
but finding her very Weary, they -led her 
into a homely but clean Appartment, to , 
xepofe her felf upon the Bed : Deidamia 
was mighty thoughtful what this Aged 
Gouple might be-, aqd whether or no 
for her Apparel's lake, and that Gold, 
and ihole Jewels fhe had at>6ut her, fhe : 
might not fall into great a Danger as 
- - ' : - that. 
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that (he had formerly efcap'd, and tho' fhe 
was at firft glad of their Company, flie 
could have wiflied her felf in her beloved 
Cave again. But her Fears were quickly 
over, when by a French BVoIq and other 
good Books, (he found in her Room, and 
by the hearty Prayers of the good Old 
Man at Night, (he perceived they were 
Hugenots^ who had fled into that folitary 
Retirement for the fake of their Religi- 
on : This made her be much more free- 
with them, blefling God for his Provi- 
dence in bringing her thither,, andrefol- 
ving to continue there, till (he could 
meet with an Opportunity to return 
Home into the Arms of her Deareft vi/irz/r- 
fon : And the Old Couple haviqg under-^ 
flood her Hiftory more fully, by theit 
Pity and Commiferation, made her Abode 
with them more eafie. And the Com- 
munion (he had with them in the Things 
of another World, weaned her from this 
in a great Meafure. So that here (he took 
up her Abode, and continued with them, 
not only that 'Winter, but the Year fol- 
lowing, until (he was found out by Jier 
hAovQii Alanfon^ to whom it is Tifue 
that we noWvReturn. 

^^ : - -The 
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The Cownt Aknfon having tarried at 
the Camp a whole Month after the re- 
ceiving of his Father-in- Law -s Letter, in 
expeQation of feeing his deareft Deida- 
ma.'^ began now to be impatient of tar- 
rying any longer 5 and indeed^ during all 
that Tinne, he was fo mnch changed in his 
Cairiage, Humours, and Converfation, 
that a;ll thole with whom he us'd to Con- 
verfe in the Camp, took Notice of it, he 
having abandon'd himfelf to an extream 
Melancholy^ therefore defiring of the 
King to go Home, both for the Recovery 
of his Health, and for the fettling fome 
Affairs in his Family, he foon obtained 
it; and foon after (tho' with a heavy 
Heart j arrived there. Where his fir ft 
Bufinels was to enquire after Deidamia^ 
but none of the Servants could give any 
Account of her but Promiius^nd Anto- 
•nio^ who gave him the fame Account that 
had been lent him by his Father-in-Law : 
To which he Sternly asked them. How 
they durjl di/po/e of their hddy andMifirefs^ 
contrary to herWill^ without his Confeni or 
Knowledge? Telling tfem, He feared hy 
the Notefhe had writ ^^ it was their Trea^ 
chery that was the Occ^on of her Lofs 5 which 
■if he could but be So^Jirmed in, he would 

~^ taAe 
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^aAe Care they Jhould receive a Punijhment 
fuitah\eto the greatnefs of their Crimes, At 
which Fronovius zxA Antonio began to 
Tremble, and make the beft Excufes for 
themfelves they could ^ alledgingtheCoh- 
lent of her Parents for what they did. 
But that did not at all fatisfie Alanfon^ 
who foon difeharged them from his Ser- 
vice, and refolved to Travel in Search 
for Deidamia^ tho' h^s knew not which 
Way to bend his Courft : But after many 
a tedious Journey , enquiring amongft 
thofe who were Favourers of the Huge- 
notSy he yet could hear no Tydings of her. 
So that full of Grief and Sorrow, he led 
a retir'd and Melanchojy Life in h^ own 
Houfe, abfenting himfelf from, all Com- 
pany, and Mourning like a Turtle xhzt 
had loft his Mate, tho' his Friends by all 
Means poffible endeavoured to Comfort 
him .V perfuading him to furceale his 
Grief V for that it was probable Beidamia 
by fome Misfortune or other was Dead •, 
and therefore they advis'd him to think of 
a Second Marriage^ as tjiat which would 
reft ore his former Gayety, andinake him 
foTgQt Deidamia. But the more they en- 
deavoured to perfuade him, the more 
he was refolved to the Contrary 5 and 

there* 
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therefore to avoid then* continued Im- 
portunities, he fixt his Refolution onca 
more to Travel in Qjieft of her ^ which 
accordingly, he did^ but without Succefst 

■ And therefore he refolved to return a- 
gain to his own Houfe, and there Ipend 

V the remainder of his Daysin Solitude. 
But as he was returning Home, in his 
Way, he met with a Vaft Concourfe- of 
People, and Demanding the Occafion of 
it, he was told a Criminal was going to 
be broken on the Wheels for a Murder 
he had^Committed ^ upon which. Curio- 
iity led him to lee the Execution. And 

letting pretty near, the Malefaftor caft 
hfs Eyes upon him, and ftraight knew 
him to be Alanfon the Hufband of D^/^^z- 
thia^^ and being Imit ten withRemorfeof 
Confeience, he beckoned Alanfonxo comz 
near, and humbly begged his Pardon for 
the Wrong he had done him. At this 
Alanfon both Started and fell a Tren> 
Wing, fearing it was for her Murder the 
Criminal was to Die : But coming nearer, 
the MalefaSor asked him, 1} he had heard 
any News of his Lady ? And then with Tears 
Confefled, That himfelf and another had 
been hired to Murder her^ to which End they 
mrriedher into aWood^ ('which he named 

' '. to; 
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to himj but by a Miraculous Vroviience Jht 
ejcapei out of their Hands ^ that afterwards, 
he had reported to thqfe thatfet him to Work^ 
that he had actually Murthered her 5 for 
which he receivedthe Reward-^ but which way 
fhe efcaped^ he knew not 5 and that this voas: 
about two Tears Jtnce, The Count urged 
him to tell the Names of thofe that had 
lb hired him 5 but he laid, He had /worn 
upon the holy Sacrament of the Altar never to 
difclofe ''em ^ and that he feared 'Damnation - 
ifhefhould: Only (ikidhQjthisImayJay^ 
without breaking my Oath, They were two 
Ferfons in whom you have put agreatdealpf 
Confidence. And then folemnly attelted. 
That what he had f aid was the Truth Art^ 
foon after was Executed. 

This Dying Griminars Confeffion con- 
firmed Alanfon^ that Deidamia had been 
Treacherouily carried thither, either from 
his Hoiile or the Nunnery 5 and he no lon^ 
ger doubted that. Fronovius .and Antonio 
were the Perfons that had hired Villains 
to Murther her ^ and ;therefore though 
they were moved from his Service 
fome time ago, yet hq was refblved to 
purfue them, in order to bring them t0 
Juftice: Bui firft he intended to make 
afrefli fearch after Deidamiaj xhi Ct'imh 

E , nal 
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r^mi having given 1^ an Account where 

; ihe eftaped from them ^ and 'therefore 
; lie thought fif flie were ftill alive) Ihe 
tnight be ibmcwhere v:in the Vicinity of 
^that^'Wood : Towards tii^at therefore he 
^bended his Courfe,. and being arrived in 
■ Sight thereof, and feeing how valt a Thing 
it was, he perceived it would be a diffi- 
cult Thing xofind her, even though Qie 
was^there. Yet at his entering in he con- 

r ceived feme Hopes in his Mind, that he 

fliould not lofe his Labour. Whereupon 

sAi^hting, and giving his Horfe to his 

-^%rv3nt, (wiio had attended him in all 

':::M^. Melancholy Travels) and charged 
#im to attend. there till he came back, he 
went into the Wood alone, and fou^d 
himfelf entangled amongft Thickets , 

-; /^'Bfriars and Buflies^ yet , ftill he went on, 
fearching every Cave and Solitary Place, 
oit^n calling out, .Deidamia:! till Dark- 
:kefi coming on, made him think of Re- 

'^turning to his Man-, but he found :he was 

'm gone to far too Retreat:back in Time^and 
therefore x^folved to go forward.: And 
•being, no doubt, guided by Providence, 
iic happened upon that Cave-where jD^i- 
damia had fo often bewailed his Abfence, 
;^d mourned iier own Solitary State 5 and 

-'"'•^-^> .". - ,:V- '^ there- 
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there he refted his weary and tired Body, 
for that Night, refolving to purfuehis 
Search the next Morning •, which being 
come, juft as he was going out of the 
Cave, he perceived fomethiog Iparkle 
very brightly on the Ground, which he 
ftooped and took up ^ and looking on it 
in the open Light, he found it to beat 
J^ocket of Diamonds^ which he had for- 
rnerty given Deidamia-^ and flie unwit- 
tingly had dropt there. The finding of 
this, filled him with fome Tranfports of 
Joy^ as looking upon it as an earneftof 
his good Succefs in finding the Owner : 
Thereupon he often repeated her Name - 
very loud, but could receive no Anfwer 
but by fome broken Eccho's. A|id\ there- 
fore going on, he knew not whither, 
but being direfted by the idime fm}(ir 
dence that had before cbndu8:ed hiin J$|: 
the Cave, when he had wandered fb"fei> 
that he wasalmoft hopelefs, he wasfudr 
denly fet upon by two Whiffling Curs, 
which, upon offering to draw his Sword, ■ 
ran away Barking from him ^ which he; 
purlliing came in a little Time to a Patl^v 
where he might difcern the Foot-fteps 
of Human Creatures, which, vety rnu^k 
revived bis Hopes, and enco]jraged liig; 


mm 


^|>i Ti?i? French Convert • 

" ftill to go on 5 he had not gone fat b efore 
he. difcerned Smoke to iflue froma fmall 
/ Cottage 5 to which, as he approached 
lj)rfetty near, he was again fainted by the 
furious Barking of thofe Dogs whom he 
Iiad-beforis^purfued. This was the Cottage 
wh^tQDeidamia refided, who upon the 
parking of the Dogs, looking out to fee 
What ^ was the Matter, efpied Alanfon 
coming towards her, and (the Idea of his 
Image being continually in her Breaft) 
(he ^ no fooner iaw, but knew him, and 
^.running Into his Arms in an Excels of 
Joy, was only able to Cry out, ^ ! my 
> Dear Jjar^^ Alanfon ! But excefs of Joy 
^proves fof^|times Fatal, and it had like 
^to have d^iie fo to Deidamia^ for (he im- 
inediately 1^ in "his Arms: 

iHie Dogs itill continued their Barking 
wrJiich alfo caufed the good Old Woman 
of the Cottage to lee what the Cauie was, 
, and was extreamly furprized to fee a gen* 
'teele Stronger there, and Deidamia faint- 
ing in his Arms ^ however, flie made what 
'^^aft flie could to endeavour her Recovery^ 
■ ^<Si\n^ Jildnfdn to bring her into the 
^fioufe, which he immediately did, tel^ 
ling the good Woman that he w^s^JQeida^ 
ma$ Husbands which ihe f being very 

well 


well acquainted "with D^i<&^i/s Storyl? 
was very glad to hear.It was a confi^^ra'- ^ 
ble Time htioiQ Beidama could bebrought? 
t0 her ielf^ which ^o much aSli£led thq^ 
County x\\zt he was almoft ready to faini- 

jaway himftlf. But his Lady being again 
recovered, Ahinf on with. 2i ThoufandKifles^^ 
a^nd endeariftg Espreffions, affured Tier of 
the Truth, Reality, and ' Conftancy of his- 
Affeftions towards her ^ whilft ffiepn the ; 
other Hand, ieemed to be the mdft fatis- - 
fed Creature in the Worlds in that Qi^ 
had once more ih^n her deareft Eot^- 
Ahnfon ^ \ defiring him not to be trcmblM^^ 
at her fainting away, fince it was only^ 
oecafioned by theExcefs of that Joy fli^ 
conceived in feeing him again 5 and ttett^ 
Death it lelf would have been jeaiie'to 
her upon fo happy an Gecalidni and. e 
i|>eGially Dying in his Arms. > J 

Whilft in this Manner they were ex- 
preffing the Ardency of their AfFeQiions 
to each other , the good i JMan of :th<e 
Houle came Home ; and being told by;^jhis 
Wife that Beidamia's Hufband was^here:^ 
hp was overjoyed ^ and cdurteoufly^ jS^ 
luted ^%/^>^; telling him. He wmJW^M 

■was a Welcome Man there to them M^Mi^ 
efpeciall/ 1^ Beidamia, who had:ionL^ 

E 5 - mourned 
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teiourned KisAblence. A/aff/0/2 kmSly 

phanied him, and told him, Me Jhould ever 

^ItiorKmr him as the Refuse, and Freferver 
pfMs dear Lady. And after fuch Civilities 
on each Side palTed, tTie good Woman fet 
berpxe him fuch homely Refrefliment as 
ihe had prepared on the Table : Alan/on 
eat but little, Deidamia's Prelence being 
more-to him than all the Dainties in the 

^^ W \ yet percieiving with what Courle 
Fare his Lady had been there contented, 

^ he praifed her Humility, and wondered 
at/ her Virtue. Dinner being- ended, 

} i/i/a/ifbn^ was concerned for his Servant, 
whom he had left in the Entrance of the 
Wood, and would have gone back to 
Mmv but the good Old Man would by 
tio Means let him,, telling him he would 

5j;o himielf, becaufe he better knew the 
W^Y, and could eafier find it-, and fo 
taking his Dogs along with him, he 
Went accordingly : The Man -having 
waited at the Entrance of the Wood, 
from the Time that his Matter M-ent into 
-it, Mil the next Morning, and hearing 
nothing of him, leaving his Horfes: iii 
the Fields adipyningto the Wood, fSfdl-: 
ved to find him out, and having g^t a 
jgoo^i a Way, he met the Old Gentleman; 
^■L:::-:; ■;::'' - - "' ■ V -who 


who was DDming to him ^ ahderiquirtog. 
of him for his Mafter,:whom he delcrib'd, 
he told him he had both feen and*came^ 
from him, to condufl: him where he was, 
and that he had found his Lady -, at this-- 
the Servant was very glad, and Joyfully- 
went along with him. After the Old- 
Gentleman was gone for the Servant,, 
the Count and his Lady went into the- 
Woods, and^'there fhe gavehim'a parti- 
cular Account of all her Sorrows ani 
Sufferings fince his departing from hen 
And the Reafon of her flaying where Ihe-- 
was 5 viz. The Old Qentle77ie?2 not daring, 
to go out of the Wood.with he?\ he being a- 
profcrib'd Per/on \and^ogo without him^'mas' 
to endanger her own Life: Befides^fhehtcm- 
not how Antonio might-have ordered Mat^^ 
ters^ having the Pretence of Uerefie ta'hy. 
to her Charge •, and that hearing nothing of 
him in allthis Time^ fhe thought his AffeHion^y 
wight have been Eftranged from her. But: 
Alanfon aflur'd her to the contrary -,- tel- 
ling her, Hevould not bin wonder at the urtr 
paralleld Villany ^/ Fronovius ^;7i Anto* 
niO i^ and that he had turned them out ofMs\ 
Service foon after he came home front t am 
Camf. After which the Oldr Gentleriianj 
and Alanfon % Servant, being (as before 

E 4 . related: 
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related) arrived at the Cottage, the 
Evening was far fpent, and To they all 
betook themlelves to reft. 

The next Morning Alanfon .was pre- 
paring for his Return home v but before 
they went, their aged Landlord would 
needs have them ftay and Dine, and in 
difcourle told him, He wasonce a Tenant 
of his Fathers ^ but by cruel Edifls was 
forced riot only to leave that Farm, - but 
his Paternal Inheritance, liifiering . the 
Spoils and Lofs of all for the fake of 
Ghrift and a' good Confcience ^ and in 
this Solitary Retirement have enjoyed 
more true Peace and SatisfaSlion, than 
in all the Pleafure of his Forepaft Life. 
The Count then asked him his Name, 
which he told him was D^ l^a Mont ^ up- 
6n which he presently knew and Embra- 
ced him^ faying. That tho" him/elf was of the 
'Komzn^erfuajfton, yet he had often pitied 
his Sufferings, adding, That it was given 
MUtheDiei^in Frifon. The Pious Deida- 
Tnia^ from the Difcourle took an accafion 
to iay^ Ah ! mydearejl Lor d^ you fee what 
a Cruel and Mercilefs Religion it is that you 
l?rofeJs^ and which through the Goodnefs of 
God, I have lately departed from, Ijim 
not Sur^riz'd (Mi Alanfon) at that which 
1 . : yoic 


you fay, for I was inform d in Vh^nioxs that 
you had changed your Religion, I wijh to 
(Sody ^replied Deidama) that y our f elf , my - 
deareft Lord, was like, wife made a partaker '" 
of the fame happy Change. Upon this — 
MonE L)e La Mont pat in, and feid dowa «. 
fuch weighty Reafons for the Truth of- 
the Reformed Religion, and againft the -z, 
Errors of i:he Church of Rome, that it ert? 7: 
couraged Deidamia farther to go-on, and >- 
ihew the Vicioufnefs and Debauchery of 
the RomifhOX^i^y, their Bloody Princi- 
ples and Perfecuring Spirit, fo that A-^ - 
Z^;//^/? was forced to ConfefSj that what - 
was alledged againft their Practices was" v 
true, but as. to their Principles (abating : 
that of Perfecution) he believed they 
might bemiftaken: Upon which D^//^- 
;^i^ replied, I am glad, my dear Lordly to 
find you are againJlFerfecution •, / hop^e then 
youwillhe willing IJhallenjoy the Liberty of 
my Co?ifeience(the only U^pinefslhav^e had ^ 
in this Solitary Retirement) andthatyou will : 
never go about to Compel me to go to Mafs^ ^ 
zohich I will rather chufe to diethm dorXo ^ 
this Alanfon TQiplfi, that he was no f itch i 
Bigot as to think that thcfethatfincerely^: 
Worjkipped God, according to the bef:(^ 
their Vnderflandings^ (as hewascbnfidem.,^ 
^ ■ ~ -. E 5 . Deidami^ 4 
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Deidamia did) might not be accepted of htm, 
though of an Opinion different from himfelf: 
And as to Compel her to go to. Mafs^ if by 
Arguments he could not Ferfuade her to it^ 
hefolemnlj promifed he never would ufe any 
other Means, 

And being now ready to depart, Alan- 
Jon^ oStttA La Mont ftore of Gald for 
their Kindnels to his Lady while (he had 
been with thetn, which he abfolutely 
refuted, faying. Her Converfation had been 
Jo agreeable^ that they were the Perfons who 
had been obliged. So that leave being 

-taken, and ha Mont Praying that God 
would go along with them, and tnake 
their Way Prosperous, they parted, ^nd 
conrfng out of the Wood, the Servant 

' readily found the Horfts •, and Deidamia 
getting up behind her Lord, they made 
the beft of their Way towards Alanfons 
Houfe 5 where they were received with 
the rejbycing of their Acquaintance, and 

^Rjudkinore of her Parents, to whom in 
a Day or two^rhey made a Vifit, Deidamia 
being received by them as one rifen from 
the Dead. And the Story of their 

Daughters Troubles being all related to 
them J they eould \ not but admire ^he 

Providence of God^ in preferving her, 

'and ' 


and wonte at the monftrous^Wickednefs- 
of Fronovious and Antonio : Who ^ppp 
their hearing of the Confeffion of^S^^ 
Dying Criminal, had withdrawn them- 
felves from their former Refidences. And 
Antonio (the Better to efcape deferv^d Pu- 
nifliment for his Luftful Attempts uppix; 
Deidamia's ChzRity J went privately to 
the Bifhop of Rheinu, and told him that 
Count A/an/on s Lady was depraved 'with- 
Herejie^ in which (he was fo mjich Coun- 
tenanced by her Lord, that himfelf for- 
endeavouring to reclaim her, was turned 
out of the Family, and cut off from all 
Intereft in it, and therefore came hum- 
bly to beg his Proteftion againft fo pow: 
. erful an Adverfary , fince what he ha^i 
done was only out of Zeal to promot^ 
the Catholic k Religion^ The Biihop re^^ 
ceived him into his Prote£lion, and W^rlt: 
^ flxarp^ Letter to the Count about itv 
Who having received it, believed it. was 
done by the Inftigadonof ^;^/^/?i^, whom^: 
he heard -he had entertained, and being 
troubled that fo great a Villain fhouldt^ 
find any Countenance from^ the Bifhop^ 
he Writ back again to know the Nam«s 
^of thofe that had Iblnjurioufl)^ in Formed 
him againft. his Lady ; But the BfiTiop 
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l^ould not gratifie Mm £b far in feis 
i)efires, :This made xYlq Count xtxmn 
him a lecond Letter, written in a more 
Angry Stile, declaring, That if he could 
not have Jujiicefrom hm, the King himfelf 
jhoidd be acquainted with it^ and by him he 
wuldfeekRedrefs, This fo Nettled the 
Bifliop, that he lent Examiners to his La- 
dy, to interrogate her about her Religion 5 
o| which the Count having fome Intima- 
tion, fent her to her Parents, who were 
extreamly troubled at theft frefli Misfor- 
tunes, and mightily Scandalized at the 
Villany of Antonio-, and theBifhop's pro- 
tefting him from Juftice, grew there- 
;appn very cold in the Profeffion of the 
iRTpi/^ Religion, which fo furiqufly perfe- 
cujed Innocence and Virtue, and counte- 
nanced the greateft Wickednefs: This 
the pious D^/W^;^//^ "Wifely improved, 
and fo effeSually wrought with them, by 
lier Warm and Zealous Difcourfes, that 
through the Operation of God's Holy Spi- 
f it affiifting her, they were both brought 
0ver to the Embracing of the Truth. 

The Bifliop's Examiners being difap- 
pointed, reti^ned back without their Er- 
rand 5 upon which theBifhop threatned 
iQ Excommunicate both. Aknjon and his 


Family 5 and was foon after as good as- 
his Word. Upon this A/a;2fon feRs a^ 
way to the King, who was then at Mar/y^ 
where complained of the Injury done 
him by the Bifhop of Rhems^ both inEx^ 
communicating him, and Prote£ling a 
Villanous Criminal from Juftice. But it 
feems the Bilhop had been before-hand 
with him, and made his Complaint firft: 
For the Kiiog receiv'd him very Coldly, 
and told him, The Bijhop of Rheims was 
a good Man^ and he left his Bufinefs wholly^ 
to him. On which Alan/on returned 
Home much difcontented, and found 
that in his Abfence frefh fear ch, had been 
made in his Houfe for his, Ladf, tho! 
without Succefs. Then he went to the 
Biftiop himfelf, and boldly charged bini 
with Entertaim>'g a wicked Ferfon^ to the 
prejudice of his Honour •, telling him. who 
he was, and declared his Crimes, ilefir- 
ing he might be brought forth, and his 
Lady fhould appear/ But the Piffiop re- 
fufing this, and telling him, His Lady^as 
accufed of Herpjie^ and he of Countenancing 
it I, the Count in a Kind of Holy Anger, 
told him^ That Religion could not he of God, 
which encouraged ViUany^ and. fought the 
JiepruUvon of them that were Vtrtuoiis.-k%\ 
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this tbe Bifhop ftormed and told hiii>. 
That hejhouldbe anfwered in another 'Na- 
ture. And ibon aiter he had fccret No-^ 
tice from Court, That tipon a frejh Com* 
^aint of the Bijhops^ both he and his Lady 
ixiereprefcriVd as Hugenots ^ and that not-- 
mthflanding his Friends InterceJJton^ayjdhis 
ownforfher Merits^ his 1^ laces were taken 
avoay^ and his Efiate ordered to Befeized a^ 
oTerror to others, Alanjon finding him- 
felf /unable to withffand this Storm, 
packed up the Richeft of his Efiefts, and 
privately fent them to his Wife's Father, 
where flie was all this while concealed, 
and then followed after himfelf. Where 
having declared the great Injuftice, he 
had met withal, contrary to all Religion., 
Honour, Honefty, and^ Conlcienc^ He 
then told his Relations L^ was refolved, 
by (iod's Help to embrace t\i2X Religion^ 
for which he had been a SuiFerer before 
he was a Profeffor 3 ¥or that Religion could 
not he of God, that did fo evidently fei up 
the Kingdom of the Devil, At which they 
all rejoyced, and Beidamia more efpeci- 
ally 55 who paffionately Embracing hirn^ 
laid. Her Father and Mother were, of thet 
fame Mind with Ipim y at which Alanfon 
J-1|yas^^the naore encouraged. But left 
.'"i"!--^-/! - .their 




their Adverlaries fliould come thither to 
learch for them, they withdrew into a 
fmall Village and lived obfcurely, while 
Montaigncovld hear of a convenient Vet 
lel to tranfport them into a Country where 
they might enjoy more Liberty. 

You have before heard how Bernard 
the Gardener was fold to a' Mafter of a 
Ship belonging to one of the French Plan- 
tations in the WeB Indies ^ before we cori- 
elude, we Will briefly (hew how God's 
Providence watched over him for good 
alfo In his Voyage at Sea they met 
with fo extraordinary a Storm, that all, 
expeSed prefen t Death ^ but Bernard 
was very Calm, putting up his Fervent 
Prayer to Almighty God, which was! 
followed by a very great Seienity and 
Calmnefs. This made the Mafter have a 
Refpeft for him, and oftentimes difcourff 
ed with him, his Behaviour being always 
Sober, and his Difcourle Savoury. Tfe 
Mafier having made his Voyage.Jb/dBctmtd 
for a Slave ^ and having Jiaid there about t mo 
Months^ returned again /^France, but the 
Difcourjes and Behaviour of Bernard had. 
made Jo deep an Imprejfton in hisJ^ind^thai 
he was gteatly troubled fot^ having fold Wm. 
infomueh th^at be could not Kejij tmilhehm 

take 
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tkfken aSdemnRefplutwnkhenextVoyagehe 
tnaie.^ to bring himback^ and accordingly the, 
nextTear makingmotloer Voyage thither^ he 
made it his Bujinejj to enquire after him.and 
having Joundhi^y asKdifhe was willing to 
havehis, hiba^y^ and return tohis own Cozm^ 
try ? 'S&:iii3.tdreplied^ He never was in Love 
with Slavery '^ but was conteigted under it, 
whilJiGod^sProvidence ordered itfo ^ but if 
^he might have his Liberty^he wouldchoofe it 
rather. Whereupon the Mafierpaid the Ran- 
fbme, and brought him back to France y nor 
was he alofer by it -, for as a Kecompenfe 
for his Kindnefsy it pleafedGod to make 
Bernard ^;^ Infirument to open his Eyes^and 
■bring him to the acknowledgmentofthe Truth* 
•IBernard being got again into his own Coun- 
try^ made it is Biifinefs to enquire after the 
Welfare ^Alanfonj- Family^ and being told 
dfthe Sufferingsthathadlatelybefallehihemy 
he wasextreamly grievedj tho* at the fame 
Tiiyne he could not butrejoycethat theyfufferd 
infogoodaCaufe, And f peaking of them 
tcrfomeofhis old Chrifiian Friends ^^ he was 
'told by one of them^that both the Cowtit and 
his Lady lived Obfcurely and in Difguife^in 
the Keighbouring Village^ and that if he had 
a -Mind tojeethem^ he would give him a 
ISiOte^ to the Gentleman of the Uoufe^ upon.. 
- V - which 




'^hkh he Jhould have Admittance to them 
or otherwife'they would Ttot be fpoken with by 
any one, Bernard gla'dly accepted of his 
Friends Kindnefs^ and ftraight went to 
the Houle, and delivered the Gentlenian 
the 'Note, the Purport of which was; That 
he had known the Bearer many Tears for a 
Faithful Friend and Brother y and that he 
had been formerly a Servant of the Count 
Alonfonj, andhad a great Dejfire tofeehh 
Lady, whirh he might fafely let him do. 
Upon reading this^ Note^ the Gentleman^ 
.defired him to come in, and fent up oirr 
of his Servants to acquaint t)eidamia 
4here was one below defired to Ipeak 
i;!vith her ^ upon which Bernard yNZS pre-- 
fently called up -, Deidamia was mightt* 
ly furpri2:ed to ^q Bernard^ w)iom fhe 
thought fhe fhould never have feen ti^or^ 
and very much rejoyced at it ^ intr(i^ 
ting him to her- Lord, and afterwards 
toiler Parents, who all made very miiefi 
of liim, and were glad to fee htm. And 
having communicated the Various Pro-- 
vidences of God to one anoAef fince they 
had been parted, they all bleffed the- 
hotifor his Goodncfs, and for hijs wonder- 
ful Works to the Children of Men. .And> 
afterward confulting how to procure a 
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to conyey them out of Danger^ 
Bernard gave them an Account, that the 
Waftet of the VefTel which brought him 
hdick to France, was alio converted^ 
and that now his Veflel lay ready to Sail 
iox Denmark:^ and he was fure he would 
fee glad to ferve them. To this^they all 
agreed'^ and thereupon J5^r;7W went im- 
mediately to the Matter of the Ship, who 
readily conlented to carry them, and 
ordered their Goods to be brought pre- 
fently, and themfelves to come Abroad 
at Midnight •, at whi^h time Bernard 
conduced them to the Ship, and then 
went Abroad with' him in quality of 
their Servant^ and loon after, the Wind 
Irving, they let Sail for Denmark ^ where 
beiitg arrived, and tarrying a few Days, 
theyliired a Dutch Veflel to carry them 
XpRotterdam, and from thence they went 
ky Boat to Utrecht^ which being a plea- 
iant Place, and of a very good Air, they 
refolved-thcre to fettle. 

Thu^ Courteous Reader^ thou haft had 
a brief, but true Relation of the Mercy 
and Goodnefs of God to that Noble Fa- 
mily, which is the Subjefl: of this Nar- 
rative: And he that Reads it through- 
out ferioufly, will find Caule to maie- 
; - ~ the 


the fame Obfervation that D^t;/';^ did of 
Old, Mark the perfeii Man^ andbefydrbe 
upright^ for the Eni of that Mart is-^eace^ 
Which the. Apoftle St. .?S?x ferther Ex- 
emplifies in his Epiftle, Tou have heard of 
the Patience of ]oh J anihave feen the Eni 
of the Lord, how he is very pitiful and of 
tender Mercy. Here you have feen the 
great diftrels of Deidamia^ and^here you 
have feen the Goodncfs of God in her De- 
liverance. Here you have the Count A- 
/anfon'ri&Qd of all his Eftate and Profeffi- 
on^ and here you have feen how God has 
Gracioufly made it up, in giving him thatv 
Faith which is far more precious than 
the Gold which perilhetb. 

Bi/t I cannot conclude without giving you 
an Account of the Judgment of God upon 
Fronovius and Antonio, that others may 
Fear and give Glory to God. 

Fr^/?^t;/W after the Seifiire oi Alanfon's 
Eftate, and his Departure into Hollandi 
returned into thole Parts, but finding 
himfelf hated by all Men for his ViUfny, 
he retired into Normandy ^ where Solicit- 
ing his Landlord's Daughter to yield to 
his Luft, and (he refufing it, he took an 
Opportunity to Ravilh her, for which he 
was hailgU without the Gates of Roam 
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And as for Antonla^ tho' he eftapedthe 
Juftice of Man, he could notefcape the 
Judgment of God, for falling diftra£ied 
a little Time after, he eonfeffid it was 
God's Judgment upon him for theMif- 
chief he had wrought againft his Lord 
Alanjon, and his Virtuous Lady 5 laying,. 
They had taken a way to he favei^ but he 
was Jure to be damned -^ and fo Dafhing out 
his o^'n Brains againft a Wall, he died mi- 
ferably. Both of them ¥ferifying the 
Words of the infpired Pen-Man, Is not 
[BejiruBion to theWicked^ and a firangs 
Vunijhment- to the Workers of Iniquity ? 
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A Brief Account of the Prefent 
Pefecutions of the French Pro- 
teftants. 

THE reftlefs Malice of the great 
Enemy of Mankind againft the 
Church of God, has been fufficiently 
tnanifefled in all-Ages of the Worlds 
and began to exert it lelf firft of all in 
Cain^ who killed his Brother Abel, be^ { 
caufehis. own Deeds were Wicked, and| 
his Brother's Righteous^as the Holy Scrip- ?| 
tures inform us: And it has been iis 
frequent Praflice, . when he could , not 
withdraw the People of God from the 
Profeffipn of the Truth hj; the Baitt(||| 
Worldly Advantage, to raife a Flood^o^l 
Perfecution againft them, by that Means to( 
extirpate them, if it were pofRble,- out ofi| 
the Earth. Of which no People in Europe 
has in this Age had more Fatal Experi-^ 
ence than the Poor Proteftants in >«//^^, 
who have been fo barbaroufly^ ufed by 
the Blood-thirfty Papifts there, that V 
True Account of their Sufferings will 
appear to the^next Age rather like Ro- 
manj^ EiOiiohs, than (as indeed they 
are f SSalities. And there are two|i||^s 


in it that appear alike Admirable 5 and 
-that 4s, the barbarous Rage and Cruelty 
of the T[^ftctitors, and the invincible 
CJoutage' and €onftancy of the Poor Suf- 
fers, who are To mightily fupported 

'by the Divine Grace, that they not only 
Triumph over all their Tortures, but 
fuffer joyfully the Lofs of all, as knowing 

-that they have in Heaven a better and a 
more induring Subftance. — - But I will 
recite briefly fome Inftances of their Suf- 
ferings. 

:; Some they Condemn to the Gallies, 

^ wher^ they are coupled commonly with 
tfie.Vileft Mifcreants, Condemned thi- 
ther for the moil flagitious Crimes , 
whoie fearful Oaths and Execrations 
'are continually wounding of their Pi- 

Cotis Ears: There is generally five of 

: Aem placed upon every Form, fettered 
with a heavy Chain of about ten or 

; twelve foot long : They Shave their 

/^ Heads, from time to time, to (hew they 

are Slaves, and are not allowed to wear 

their. Hats or Perriwigs : They have 

only Beans, and nothing elfe for their 

Food, with about fourteen Ounces of 

[ Courfe Bread ar Day, and no Wine at alt 

I They are devoured in/ Winter by Lice, 

I andin theSummer by Bugs and Fleas^and 
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forced to Ke upon oi.j another^ as Hogs 
in a Sty : And every Day tkfcatned and 
tormented by Friars and Piiefe; v/ho not 
Seing able to convince them of Reafon, 
think to do it by Sever; i> 

Some they put in Prifon^ and keep 
them in Nafty Dungeons and Holes, full 
of Mire and Dirt, without any Bed, or 
fo much as Straw to lie upon, and not 
fiifFered to have the leaft glimmering of 
the Sun, or the Sight of a Candle. And • 
allowed fo fmall a Qjiantity of Viftuals^ 
as, is hardly fufficient to* keep them aliye. 
In this miferable Cafe, without any jpity 
to 'em, fome have been kept above a Year 
together, ©ne of ?them being vifited after . 
Twelve-Mpntlis Imprilbnment in this 5 
Manner, by one called a Direftor of Gon^ v^ 
fcience, juft as they were going tobringi>; 
him his Imall Allowance, he could not | 
forbear crying out, as foon as he iaw 
him. Lord in what a Condition are you^ Sir I 
To which the poor Sufferer reply'd with a 
Chriftian Fortitude, worthy of the Gaufe 
he fuffered for, Cou'dyoubutfee the Jeer et 
Vleajure my Heart Experienees^ you would 
think me too happy. The Prieft told him, 
Thegreateft Sufferings did notintitteiotht 
Glory of Martyrdom^ unlefs hefufferdfor 
Truth and Jujiice. To this Jhe poorPrl- 
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in it that appear alike Admirable^ and 
that is, the barbarous Rage and Cruelty 
of the Perfecutors, and the invincible 
Courage and Conftancy of the Poor Suf- 
fers, who are fo mightily fupported 
by the Divine Grace, that they not only 
Triumph over all their Tortures, but 
fufFer joyfully the Lofs of all, as knowing 
that they have in Heaven a better and a 
more induring Subftance. — But I will 
recite briefly fome Inftances of their Suf- 
ferings. 

Some they Condemn to the Gallies, 
where they are coupled commonly with 
the Vileft Mifcreants, Condemned thi- 
ther for the moft flagitious Crimes, 
whofe fearful Oaths and Execrations 
are continually wounding of their Pi- 
ous Ears : There is generally five of 
them placed upon every Form, fettered 
with a heavy Chain of about ten or 
twelve foot long : They Shave their 
Heads, from time to time, to (hew they 
are Slaves, and are not allowed to wear 
their. Hats or Perriwigs % They have 
only Beans, and nothing elfe for their 
Food, with about fourteen Ounces of 
Courft Bread a Day, and no Wine at alL 
They are devoured in Winter by Lice, 
and in the Summer by Bugs and Fleas, and 

forced 
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forced to lie upon ol j another^ as Hogs 
in a Sty: And every Day Uircatned and 
tormented by Friars and Piieftj^ who not 
being able to convince tiiem by Reafon, 
think to do it by Sevex ■ i ) . 

Some they put in Prifon^ and keep 
them in Nafty Dungeons and Holes, full 
of Mire and Dirt, without any Bed, or 
fo much as Straw to lie upon, and not 
fiifFered to have the leaft glimmering of 
the Sun, or the Sight of a Candle. And 
allowed fo fmall a Qiiantity of Vi£luals, 
as is hardly fufficient to keep them alive. 
In this miferable Cale, without any pity 
to 'em, fome have been kept above a Year 
together. One of ?them being vifited after 
Twelve-Months Imprifonment in this ' 
Manner, by one called a Direflor of Con- 
fcience, juft as they were going to bring-., 
him his fmall Allowance, he could not - 
forbear crying out , as foon as he faw , 
him. Lord in what a Condition are you^ Sir ! 
To which the poor Sufferer reply'd with a 
Chriftian Fortitude, worthy of the Caufe 
he fuffered for, Cou'dyou but fee thefecret 
Vleafure my Heart Experiences^ you would 
think me too happy. The Prieft told him. 
The great eft Sufferings did not intitle to the 
Glory of Martyrdom., unlefs hefuffer'dfor 
Truth and Juftice. To thi$ j;he poor Pri- 

foner 
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ib0t tcp^ but that was 

his Cafe^r flie -Holy Ghoji fo fealei it to •. 

fhu Hearty that: the very Thoughts thereof 
Jupportei him In the. Midft of all his AffiiUi- 
ons : This Perfon has through ^ God's 

;; Providence been iince deliver U j and has 

^ declar'd, that the Gonfolations that God 
otitof his infinite Love afforded to him, 
were fo great/ that he little regarded 
the Mileries he was reduc'd to, tho' he 
contii^ued in that lamentable Condition 

"^ about two and twenty Months, without 
jehanging his Cloths, till his Beard was 
grown as long as the Hair of his Head, 
and his Face as pale as a Plaifter'd Wall 5 
who declared alfo, that wJien he was 
deliver -d^ the Number of thole chained 

*to the Gallies for the fake of Religion, 
was about Three Hundred and Seventy, 
who. glorify'd God in their Sufferings, 
with an unparallerd Courage and Con* 
ftancy. 
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foner reply 'd. He granted it y but that was 
his Cafe^ the Holy Ghoji fo fealed it to 
his Hearty that ihe very Thoughts thereof 
ftcpported him in the Midfi of ail his AffliUi- 
ons : This Perfon has through God's 
Providence been lince deliverU ^ and has 
declar'd, that the Confolations that God 
out of his infinite Love affiorded to him, 
were fo great, that he little regarded 
the Miftries he was reduc'd to, tho' he 
continued in that lamentable Condition 
about two and twenty Months, without 
changing his Cloths, till his Beard was 
grown as long as the Hair of his Head, 
and his Face as pale as a Plaifter'd Wail ^ 
who declared alfo, that when he was 
deliver'd, the Number of thole chained 
to the Gallies for the fake of Religion, 
was about Three Hundred and Seventy, 
who glorify'd God in their Sufferings, 
with an unparalleFd Courage and Con* 
llancy. 
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' Markets, Goals, and all publick Edifices \ 
\ Alfe Rivers, Br6olcs, Ruin^ Springs, and 
many other curious Things, in Aiitiquities 
' thereby will plainly appear the Difference 
' between the Aincent and preftnt Station- of 
h-^nion. Price two Shillings. 
'jd^ Yhe Mar-row of the Mathematiclcs 
' made Plain and Easy, containing the Direc- 
tions of Arithmetick,Geometry, A-ffironomy, 
Ganging ^ the ule of the SefloT, Survey iug, 
Dialing/ and the Ait of Navigation, Ilto& 
rated with Cuts, for the better Explanation 
, of the whole Matter, after anew, compen- 
\ d.ious, eafy Method , To which is added 
/ niealuring- Superfices and Solids, iiich as 
^>^iank, Timber, Stone, and Joyners, Carpen- 
liters. Bricklayers, Glaliers, Painters^ and Pa- 
"""^^ioin-s work. Each [Propofition being 
iJpvrought Vulgarly, peciraally, Pra£lical/y^ 
C;5aia^ Inftriimentiy \n\t\\. a iniall Tra<£t o'l 
^&|pglng \Yine, Aie,^ or Malt, without iit- 
^^^' or Divifion *^ by which any one may 
fe-iid£^ge ten baulk'o or floors of Malt in tl^ 
|ii§ time an other fliall Gauge^ one, by 
' i^kering^Pnce tvvo'Shiringsr » 

P^achygraphia, the rnofl: exaft and J 

^ious Method o; il:^orr and fwilt Ij 

that hath evjer beenpublriMjby' 


I 





6th The YoutteGuide/ft) tH litm T|fe ^ 
gue.;or, an E:8:piiriat:ion ofPropfa qua e^#^S 
Quit genus and ^^ /w^rf/e^/rfwteeintKcl^^^ 
k^are niacin Plaiii and Eaty> tp- theQa^^^ 
of Young Learners^ by a new v^rb^p^l^ 
tiontheExamptes declinedyand; thp- ^ 
lluftrated ^witkujefpl notes, aiidO^ 
or^s, from tJic beft Qratnarian^j by tlie Ris^i 
rend Mr: Dy die J^ricc one ShUlmg. / .^^^ x |^^^ ,^ 

7th The Setter anc ^ptem Scale coinjii^l 
conjtaini^g. ift- Thel^elcriptionbfaU tfie^l^l 
nes upon die Seftef and plain S'^ies.a.dtjplte^ 
true \i|fe.ptf the SeS:e^* mj^eplaki aird^&Jif if 
in feviraIX|€^ometncaI ProbleiijSi.and'Sl^W^^ 
the Caft's of Right lin'd Trigon6fe|{r^j^| 
alithe proceding Geomeerical prdbJc^Sh' ' 
cafes ofVight iin'd Trigonom^^ cSS^^-^ 
by the plain Icale, and proveAby^^Mj.? 
\er^$ icale* 4th all the p^roceding calei^^ 
iin d Trigonometry performed' A^ 
cally, without the help of any fert ofl 
to which is lanriexedig mu^hof I 
Arithxaetick and, ei^try3:i6» ,xd'£^ 

*^ oot^ IS mc^mf'ftor/^^ ^.w^^^^j;^-.^ 


4A*s4'''„/s4; 


^^^ ^ Cafalopte(^Eooks. 

^Hofpltais, Schools, and other Magnificent 
1^ Buildings, as Exchanges, HMls^ Groiles^ 
I Markets, Goals, and all publick Edifices ^ 
I Alfb Rivers, Brooks, Ruins, Springs, and 
I many other curious Things, m Antiquities 
\ thereby will plainly appear the Difference 
I between the A^.nctnt and prcient Statix)n of 
\'_ h'ndon. Price two Shillings. 

3d . The Marrow of the Mathematicks 
made Plain and Easy, containing the Direc- 
! tions of ArithmetickjGeometry , Aftronomyj 
Gauging', the ufe of the Se6lor, Survey lug. 
Dialing; and the Art of Navigation , Illuft- 
V: rated with Cuts, for the better Explanation 
V; ofthe whole Matter, after anew, compen- 
f dious. eaiy Method -^ To which is added 
meafaring Superfices and Solids, luch as 
, Plank, Tiaiber^Sione^ and Joyners, Carpen- 
ters, Bricklayers, Glafiers, Painters, and Pa- 
;;:- viours work. Each [Propofition being 
wrought Vulgarly, Deciraally, Praclical/y^ 
-? . and inftrumently ^ with a feiall Trad o"t 
I -Gauging Wine, Ale, or Malt, without in- 
f ch^s or Divifion ^ by which any one may 
I ■ _ Gauge ten bauik'.s or floors of Malt in tl^ 
fknie time an other ihall Gauge one, by 
W: Pickering Price two Shi-"ings. 
:; 4th;, Tachygraphia, the moil exaft and 
gpipehdious Method oj fhort and iwilt 
" 'Mtingj thathatli ever beenpubl!il*d5by 





Tho: SIicltoii,appaye(J>y bothUnivcifitfe. 

Price one Shilling- ' . r^ • 

5th Zeiglography, or a new Art offliorte ^ 

Writing, never before Publilh'd, more Ealyv . 
Exaft, Short, and fpeedy than any, by The: 

Shelton Price one Shilhng, 

6th The Youths Guide to the Latin Ton- 
gue J or, an Explination of Propiaqu<e maribuf 
Qua genus ^nd As inPrefenti wherein the Ru- 
les are made Plain and Ealy, tptlie Capacity ^ 
of Young Learners, by a new verbal Traafla- 
tion the Examples declined, and the Sencc - 
Ihiftrated with ufeful notes, and Obfervati- 
ons, from the beft Gramarians? by the Reve- 
rend Mr: by die Price one Shilling. 

7th The Sefter ant plain Scale compared 
eonta:ining. i ft. The Dekription of all the Li- -: 
ncs upon the Seder and plain Scales, ^d: The ' 
true uie of the Sefter made plain and Ealy, \ 
in feveralGeometrical Problems, and in all j 
the Cales of Right liri'd Trigonomecry 3d 
allthe proceding Geometrical problems and . 
cafes ofrightiin'd Trigonometry compar^vv 
|by the plain kale, and proved by Mr: ^«fr ) 
\t€r'*s fcale* ^xh all the proceding cafes of rip^;-: 
lin d Trigonometry performed Arithme^-V' 
cally, without the help of any fojt oftablS \\:: 
to which is annexed ib much of DefeimalA^ 
|irithmetick and extr^ion ofthe/^igt^^j^^ 
||Koot^ is neceffary for the wprkit^ 4ri^ ^^""^ 
'v / - ^ "^ ^i 


:?te 


14' ;< < ACatah^tii0flBQoh. 

^^iPf igbnoxnetiy the id. Edition by Roger 
>|Se^, Price one Shilling and lixpence^ 
: '"^iSth -Glavis Gommercii, or a Key of Com- 
^fee, fiie wing the true Method of keeping 
Merchants Books after the Inalian manner 
of Debtor and Creditor, in one hundred and 
twenty, oppofitions, containing moll ca(es 
^relating to Merchandize *, with a pra£lical 
^vvafte Dock, jonrnal and Ledger, and Trans- 
fer the BaiUnce thereof as an hiventory into 
anew Ledger, defigned for the help and Ai 
•fistance of Yoirng Merchants, at their iirft 
Entrance on their Apprenticelliip to their 
iVEafters^ by j Haw kings at London yitrcYant 
The 3do Edition Price four Shillings, 
Matura Nat ur at a. 
new Family ana Phyfical DlSiiGn^ry 
. Containing a Compl:at Hiftory oiA- 
77 fjnals^F'egl tables and Miner aisj Britip and 
Exotkkj with their uies as Food or Phy/ich 
■Coilefted and Tranilated from abo\^e an 
Hundred Authors in ievcral Languages 
iS.:: "To be continncd Monthly. 
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